
 
 

 
 

Session I – Focus on English Linguistics  
 
 
Contrastive Analysis of Verb and Noun Frequencies in Hebrew and English 
 

Presenter: Michelle Hanoch 

Course: Contrastive Analysis 

Instructor: Dr. Ronit Webman Shafran 

 

Abstract: 

 

Contrastive analysis studies the differences and similarities between different languages, providing 

valuable information for teachers, learners, and translators alike. Such investigations can be 

particularly helpful for teachers of foreign languages owing to an increased awareness of potential 

obstacles and difficulties in second language learning resulting from differences between the 

native and target language.   

According to Gefen (1990), the Hebrew language may be referred to as a ‘verbal language’, due 

to its tendency to stress the verb, which stands in contradiction to English, which he describes as 

a ‘nominal language’ that often stresses the noun or adjective. This mini study, which was carried 

out for the course ‘Contrastive Analysis’, investigated this claim through a contrastive analysis of 

Hebrew and English translated versions of the same articles from the newspaper ‘HaAretz’. The 

study not only examined the number of occurrences of verb and noun usage in each language, but 

also considered the various factors that may influence the particular choice of usage of nouns or 

verbs when a discrepancy was detected between the corresponding translated passages. This study 

aims to shed light on the subtle differences in language that occur between English and Hebrew 

that are particularly difficult for a non-native speaker to acquire.  

 

 

 

 



Phonological Development and Language Mixing in a Bilingual Child 
 

Presenter: Giada Shmidov  

Course: First Language Development 

Instructor: Dr. Ronit Webman Shafran 

 

Abstract: 

 

Spada, & Lightbown (1999) argued that as children advance through the stages of language 

acquisition, there are predictable patterns in the appearance and development of many features of 

the language.  

 

This mini-project was conducted for the course “First Language Development,” and focused on 

some aspects of phonological and syntactic development in two Hebrew-Italian bilingual children. 

 

Video recordings were taken when the older child, Shani, was 21-month old during a summer 

vacation in Italy, and three years later, together with her three years old sister, Shiran, during a 

four-month stay in Italy. Both children exhibited many of the simplified patterns of pronunciation 

described in the early language acquisition literature as well as language mixing and linguistic 

transfer from one language to the other. 

 

 

Guest Presentation of the Academic Arab Institute 

"Frog, Where Are You?" - Shada Tayeh 

 

 

Session II – Focus on English Literature  
 
 
The Media and the Shaping of Feminism guest 
 
Presenters: Michelle Hanoch and Hannah Simpson-Grossman 

Course: Feminism 

Instructor: Dr. Pamela Peled 

 

Abstract 

 

The media and the feminist movement have had a reciprocal relationship during the 20th and into 

the 21st centuries.  The media was used to influence women’s opinions and actions during various 

points in time, and inadvertently, helped shape the direction the feminist movement had taken and 

its agenda.  

 

Our presentation will focus on four points in time, i.e., World War II, the 1950s, the 1970s and the 

present.  We will provide examples of the messages media channels were trying to convey on the 

one hand and the counter reactions they triggered from feminists, on the other.  



 

Our research is theoretical and is based on issues discussed in our Feminist course led by Dr. 

Pamela Peled.  

 

Our presentation may be of interest to those intrigued by sociological aspects of the development 

of the media as well as those interested in the progression of the feminist movement. 

 

We found that several media channels were used in order to disperse political and social agendas 

viewed desirable by various interest groups.  We examined the effects such campaigns had had on 

women during those times and the resulting feminist literary reactions.  We conclude that the 

feminist movement has been battling with, and reacting, to media campaigns time after time and 

that such reactions often result in increased general public awareness to feminist issues and in 

empowering women around the world. 

 

We believe that our presentation will enhance viewers’ ability to critically examine the portrayal 

of women in the media and develop an awareness of feminist issues.  

 
 
Literature through Films - Bringing Literature to Life 
 

Presenters: Shir Carmi Har-Paz, Ori Kutai, If'at Bar-Thal 

Course: Literature through Films 

Instructor: Dr. Pamela Peled 

 

Abstract 

 

In our presentation of Dr. Pamela Peled’s course, we will describe the course and give a short 

summary of British author E.M Forster's first novel “Where Angels Fear to Tread” (1905). 

We will present a reading from the book (one scene) and conclude with a screening of that same 

scene from the 1991 film of the novel.  

 

 

Guest Presentation of the Academic Arab Institute 

The Enemy by Pearl Buck as a Dramatic Stage Presentation – 1st year students 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Introduction to Exhibition of Language Learning Materials  
 
 
Primary Schools 
 

Can Writing Be Meaningful in 6th Grade? 
  
Presenter: Gabriella Samesh 

Course: Practical Experience – Elementary School level (Bartov School – Raanana) 

Instructor: Dr. Orly Haim 

Mentor Teacher: Ms. Sharon Keren 

Abstract: 

 

Writing combines the use of different cognitive, rhetorical specifications and linguistic strategies; 

this makes writing the most complex language skill. Due to its complexities, many students find 

writing challenging and teachers might find it difficult to involve their pupils.  How can we 

overcome the difficulties of limited language knowledge and motivate our pupils to put effort in 

writing? Can writing be meaningful and interesting in such an early stage of English learning?  

“An important ingredient in fostering students’ interest in writing is to make sure their writing 

assignments serve a real or meaningful purpose” (Graham & Perin, 2007). A performance based 

task can establish an authentic example of language use. This enables pupils to demonstrate their 

ability to integrate and use their knowledge and various skills in a meaningful activity. According 

Williams & Burden, (1997) tasks involve three main dimensions: language input (spoken and/or 

written texts), activities - what the learner is required to do, cognitive operations - the cognitive 

processes needed in order to carry out the activity. As a result through the task the pupil uses 

language in a real-life situation, in this process the teacher receives information on pupil’s actual 

knowledge and performance. In addition, research shows that completing the task gives language 

learners opportunities to use various resources and demonstrate their knowledge and skills.  (Willis 

& Willis, 2003). This presentation is based on a unique writing project implementing task based 

instruction in primary school (6th grade). The project included three writing tasks on different 

levels of difficulty. Each task involved the production of a different text type:   

- Writing comics strip 

- Writing a note asking your neighbor to look after your pet, including instructions. 

- Writing your own fairy tale  

These writing tasks provided a platform for creativity and for self-expression. Additionally, they 

gave the opportunity for adjustment according to learning styles and multiple intelligence. Digital 

tools provided significant help in different fields: in scaffolding, in task management, in 

personalization and most significantly in making the task attractive and relevant to pupils. The 

three writing tasks presented here, were carried out in class grade 6 in Bartov School Ra’anana. 

The presentation includes the different stages of task development and shares the understandings 

gained through the procedure.  
   

 
 
 



Turning Simple Ideas into Amazing Task-Based Units  
 

Presenter: Michele Shaul 

Course: Practical Experience – Elementary School level 

Instructor: Dr. Orly Haim 

Abstract: 

This digital presentation will give teachers creative and original ideas on how to engage their 

students orally through interactive lessons. Teachers will be able to find new ways to teach 

vocabulary and grammar via authentic situations. Participants will be shown videos and examples 

of games that can be used in the classroom setting. By using the tips given in this presentation, 

your students will walk away from your lessons with meaningful and memorable experiences. 

 
4th Grade Writing Project  
 

Presenters: - Liora Nebo, Lior Azar, Michal Luzon, Ornit Shahar 

Course: Practical Experience – Elementary School level (Ziv School - Raanana) 

Instructor: Dr. Orly Haim 

Mentor Teachers: Ms. Cochi cohen, Ms. Louise Plutchuk 

 

Abstract 

As a project for the second semester in Ziv Elementary School, Raanana, we worked with grades 

3 to 6 on a writing project, which involved writing booklets according to the different levels of the 

pupils.  In this outline, we will focus on the 4th grade writing project. The project was divided into 

4 stages; pre-writing, drafting, revising and presenting. Students were given a choice of 3 topics 

based on vocabulary previously learned (weather, food and clothes). Although vocabulary and 

sentence structure were limited, the results were very creative and diverse. 

 

1.  Reason for writing: Writing is an important skill for life. It improves communication and is 

necessary for school and work. Since the vocabulary and language proficiency level of the pupils 

is limited the project was adapted to their level of knowledge. 

 

2. Goal of project: Our aim was to enhance the use of correct sentence structure in the form of a 

booklet. The pupils were required to use learned vocabulary in a specific structure while paying 

attention to spelling. 

 

 3. Methodology: Pre writing, drafting, revising and presenting. Pupils were given a choice of 3 

topics, in order to personalize the project. In the prewriting stage pupils brainstormed, reviewed 

vocabulary and filled in worksheets preparing them for the sentence structure required for the 

booklets. At the draft stage students wrote down their ideas using the correct sentence structure 

and created a draft following the project guidelines. After reviewing and authorizing their drafts, 

pupils continued to the next stage of creating their booklets. In the presentation stage pupils 

presented their work by reading and displaying their booklets in small groups. 

 



4.  Results and Implications: pupils applied their vocabulary in a meaningful and personal way. 

Pupils added new vocabulary according to the topic of their booklets.  The production aspect of 

language learning (writing and speaking skills) is often neglected due to different time constraints, 

but it is an important skill that should not be over looked. Production skills are crucial for 

communication.  

 
 

Authentic Reading Project 
 

Presenters: David Nuriel, If’at Bar-Thal  

Course: Practical Experience – Elementary School level (Remez School– Kfar Saba) 

Instructor: Karen Abel  

Mentor Teacher: Orit Arad 

 

 Abstract 

We built a website for the pupils of the 6th grade, where they will be exposed to authentic English 

literature on three levels.  We used an existing platform (Wix.com) in order to build our website 

and chose one authentic text per level (beginner, intermediate and advanced), in accordance with 

the teacher’s instructions. The pupils will be able to check their reading comprehension 

independently, play spelling and vocabulary games and contribute to an interactive, expandable 

online dictionary. The website may later be expanded to include more grade levels by the teachers 

and/or pupils. 

 

 

School Pamphlet Project:  
 

Presenters: Danit Ianovici, Shir Carmi Har Paz, Ori Kutai 

Course: Practical Experience – Elementary School level (Rabin School, Hod Hasharon) 

Instructor: Karen Abel 

Mentor Teacher: Zorit Ne’eman 

 

Absrtact 

 

Students in the 5th grade created informational pamphlets about their school to show newcomers. 

Some of the best, pamphlets will be made into posters and exhibited around the school. The aim 

of the project was to involve the students more in their school and community, improve their 

writing skills through the writing process and access technology to formally type and design their 

pamphlets. This was done over a period of four lessons and involved brainstorming, an individual 

first draft, a peer group editing and second draft as well as a final draft which was done in the 

computer room.  

 

 

 

 

 



Learning Center 
 

Presenters: Rony Ben-Adiva, Giada Shmidov, Natali Kagan 

Course: Practical Experience – Elementary School level (Gordon School, Kfar Saba) 

Instructor: Karen Abel  

Mentor Teacher: Anat Ross 

 

Abstract 

 

We designed a learning center for the 4th grade, where the pupils can practice the material they 

learned during the year and review the vocabulary. We divided the material into three categories 

of weather and clothes, jobs and transportation and animals. Each category has 2-3 activities from 

which the pupils can choose. The activities are based on reviewing the vocabulary in different 

ways and each one is designed for individual or small group work.  

 

 
Secondary Schools 
 
 
Trying Out Peer Assessment in Class 
 

Presenter: Hannah Simpson-Grossman 

Course: Didactic Seminar (Dror School) 

Instructor: Ms. Susana Galante 

Mentor Teacher: Ms. Sharoni Ben-David 

 

Abstract 

 

Pursuant to current research, the gains associated with peer assessment include increased levels of 

time on task, a greater sense of accountability, as well as intelligent questioning. In addition, peer 

assessment can enable promoting self-assessment and greater metacognitive self-awareness1.  

 

During my practice week experience at Dror School, I had an opportunity to design a learning unit 

which included a component of peer assessment, within the learning community’s framework.  

The unit focused on the topic of technology and its effects on teenagers.  After examining positive 

and negative aspects of technology and analyzing some specific scenarios, the pupils were to work 

in groups and plan campaigns to stop cyberbullying.  While planning their campaigns, the pupils 

were to take into account several issues, including: their target audience, their campaign’s main 

message, the format for their campaign and a method for sharing/distributing their campaign. 

 

The final component of the learning unit was peer assessment.  Each group was to assess the 

presentations of their fellow groups in accordance with rubrics provided to them for that purpose.  

The goal of such peer assessment was to ensure the pupils’ full engagement in all stages of the 
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lesson, including during their colleagues’ presentation, as well as promoting pupils’ critical 

thinking and their sense of accountability.  

 

I concluded that the pupils’ engagement in peer assessment achieved the pedagogical goals 

intended and that it had had a positive and empowering effect on their work and development.  

 

 
 
A Kit for Teaching English to Refugee Children at the Elifelet Daycare Centers*  

 

Presenters: Keren Valdman, Hadar Komem 

Course: Practical Experience – Junior High level 

Instructor: Dr. Hagit Rifinski 

 

Abstract 

 

A kit with fun activities for teaching English to refugee children, put together by our third-year 

students, will be presented. The kit, which was created at the Curriculum Center at Beit Berl, 

consists of a concise guidebook and the aids needed for the activities. The kit is being piloted. If 

proven effective, 30 additional kits will be made for all the Elifelet Daycare Centers. 

 

*To learn more about Elifelet go to: https://www.elifelet.org/en 

 

 
Debating with 8th Graders 
 

Presenters: Abigail Amsterdamer, Michal Rechter 

Course: Practical Experience – Junior High level (Hashachar Junior High School, Hod Hasharon) 

Instructor: Dr. Hagit Rifinski 

Mentor Teacher: Ms. Yael Gornstein-Michel 

 

Abstract 

 

Our poster presents a unit on debate, which we created and taught in Hashachar Junior High School 

in Hod Hasharon. The unit consists of a series of lesson plans which equips the students with 

practical tools not only to debate, and persuade, but also to get their message across in English. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How to Write a “Yummy” Paragraph – Descriptive Paragraph Writing 

Presenter: Mira Leventhal Abudi 

Course: Practical Experience – Junior High level (Dror School) 

Instructor: Ms. Susana Galante 

Mentor Teacher: Ms. Orit Dolev 

 

Abstract 

Writing is an essential skill that can benefit students’ academic, emotional and social development. 

Writing exercises foster the development of critical thinking and problem-solving skills, in 

addition to skills such as planning and organizing. Writing also has the power to build confidence 

and to help kids discover their own identity (Polisena, 2016). However, writing, as opposed to 

speaking, is a standardized system and must be acquired through specific instruction. Mastery of 

this standard system is highly important for children to succeed in the world, both culturally and 

educationally (Grabowski, 1996).  

Therefore, I designed a lesson plan on writing a descriptive paragraph for the regular level 8th 

grade class I was teaching at “Dror” middle school in the first semester this year. The lesson plan 

was designed under the supervision of my pedagogical advisor, Mrs. Susana Galante, who teaches 

the didactic seminar that accompanies the practicum. The goal of the lesson is to teach students 

how to write their own descriptive or narrative paragraph about a certain topic. In order to reach 

this goal, students are taught the basic definitions, parts, and the structure of a paragraph 

(introduction, body, conclusion, connecting words). In addition, students learn how to brainstorm 

a topic and write a draft containing the main points. For this assignment, students learn to organize 

their thoughts and write and edit their paragraph, while applying capitalization, spelling, 

punctuation and basic grammar rules. The image of a hamburger is used to visualize the 

components of a proper paragraph in order to make them easier to remember. In addition, a wide 

variety of activities such as YouTube videos, Powtoon tutorials, PPT presentations, and games are 

included to make the topic more engaging for the students. 

 

References 

- Grabowski, J. (1996). Writing and speaking: Common grounds and differences toward a 

regulation theory of written language production. In: The Science of Writing: Theories, 

Methods, Individual Differences and Applications.  

- Polisena, J. (2016). Importance of Writing in Elementary Schools. 

http://oureverydaylife.com/importance-writing-elementary-schools-8215.html 
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First Impressions 
  
Presenter: Dr.Ronit Porat 

Course: Practical Experience – Junior High level (Oded School, Kadima Tzoran) 

Instructor: Ms. Susana Galante 

Mentor Teacher: Ms. Rita Gvili 

 

Abstract 

This short presentation displays a summary of a 45-min interactive lesson given to a 10th grade, 

advanced 5-point class, focusing on how we categorize information and use stereotypes in our day 

to day life, and how this may lead us to a correct or false conclusion.  

The lesson was given as an introductory activity to a literature unit focusing on the short story Mr. 

Know All by William Somerset Maugham, which is part of the current Bagrut Literature program 

for 4 and 5 point English students. This fantastic story is about prejudice, racism and how what 

seems to be true, at times turns out to be a deception.  

The students were divided into groups and asked to build profiles for several people according to 

an image given to them. Besides interacting in English and practicing both their spoken and written 

skills, the students were introduced to the terms stereotype and prejudice and learnt how human 

perceptions are shaped into patterns. By the end of the lesson, students were able to understand 

that although stereotypes are an innate, internal mechanism for survival, they definitely should be 

aware of this and try and control how they respond to their natural categorization.  Furthermore, 

by engaging in a meaningful learning activity, the students were able to relate to the task in depth, 

both cognitively and affectively, thus allowing them better future understanding of the important 

universal values implemented in the story. 

 

Using One's Body as an Intervention Tool  
 

Presenter: If’at Bar-Thal  

Course: Identification and Remediation of Pupils with Learning Difficulties in the EFL class 

Instructor: Dr. Susie Russak 

 

Abstract 

 

In the course “Identification and Remediation of Pupils with Learning Difficulties in the EFL 

class” we tutor pupils from a special education school.  After an initial assessment we each design 

a personalized intervention program.  I have been tutoring a pupil from the 10th grade. Based on 

findings from the initial assessment, I decided to work with him on improving his grapho-motor 

skills. I developed an intervention based on the use of multiple sensory modalities in order to help 

him strengthen his weaker skill areas. In this presentation, I will share one of the tools I created to 

help my pupil improve his writing skills. It is a collection of kinesthetic- based activities beginning 

with pre-writing activities and continuing through all stages of preparation for writing and then 

writing letters.  

 



Individual Interventions for Students with Special Needs Learning English. 
Improving More than Vocabulary  
 

Presenter: Alisa Dahan 

Course: Identification and Remediation of Pupils with Learning Difficulties in the EFL class 

Instructor: Dr. Susie Russak 

 

Abstract 

 

In the course “Identification and Remediation of Pupils with Learning Difficulties in the EFL 

class” we tutor pupils from a special education school. In this presentation I will share one of the 

tools I created to help my pupil improve more than his vocabulary. 

 

A’s Vocabulary Book 

In one of our meetings with Carole, the course assistant, I heard about the idea of creating a 

vocabulary book or vocabulary cards from a few students. I thought it would be a nice addition to 

our journey and will be a great thing for A. to take home at the end. I introduced the book three 

weeks ago and used it as a review of our previous sessions by adding new words we learnt 

previously. Ever since, at the end of each lesson, we add new words to the book. In my experience 

with A. I feel that he is a visual learner, so this book can really help him remember the new 

vocabulary. Sounds pretty ordinary so far, but there is an extraordinary added value to that 

Vocabulary Book. It has made A. more open to admitting he does not know something and to 

being able to ask for help. In the beginning, when I used to ask him what new thing he had learned 

during our lesson, he answered, “nothing! I knew it all before”. Now, the book makes it acceptable 

to say, “I don’t know this word”. Arad loves his new book and whenever he encounters a word he 

did not know before and that he would like to remember, he asks me to write it in his book. The 

thing I learnt from this experience is that in order to be a good teacher you must reinvent yourself 

again and again until something works. Also, the solution will not necessarily come from a huge 

production or many different props. Sometimes, all you need is a small notebook with intention 

behind it.  

 

 

Session III – Marvellous Encounters 
 
Presenters: Hadas Brenner, Moamina Kabha, Hadar Komem, Hiba Ghanem, Adan Gnaiem, 

Michelle Hanoch, Aseel Zmero, Tamara Haj Yehia, Lareen Naser, Noor Masarwah, Dema Abbas, 

Irena Chaikivska, Aleksandra Kulpa, Nazar Kutereba, Filip Pabjan, Oksana Verbynets, Haneen 

Abo Kheet. 

Courses: Joint project of the English Departments of the Faculty of Education and the Arab 

Institute – American Literature and Culture, Literary Analysis, and the Modern Postmodern Novel. 

Instructor: Dr. Li Shir  
 

Abstract 

 

The session “Marvellous Encounters” brings together students who until recently have been mere 

strangers to perform the poems they have written jointly via email correspondence. Aiming to 



foster personal relationships and creatively inspiring encounters, the project paired together 

students from different departments, cultures and nationalities studying at Beit Berl. Students from 

the English Department, the Academic Arab Institute of Education, and visiting students from the 

Pedagogical University of Krakow were asked to write a shared poem in dialogue form.  

 

The poems produced through these digital encounters follow the ancient tradition of the eclogue – 

a poem in dialogue form, which consists of a friendly song-contest between two shepherds about 

a chosen topic. In this session students will be performing as new-fangled shepherds, thereby 

creating a meeting ground for fruitful dialogues between Jewish, Arab and European students.  

 

 

 

Session IV – Focus on Language Learning, Teaching, and Classroom Research 
 
 
Teaching English as a Third Language for Immigrant Students – A Practical Guide  
 

Presenters: Gabriella Samesh, Lilach Cohen 

Course: Language and Migration 

Instructor: Dr. Orly Haim 

 

Abstract 

 

Immigration is a worldwide phenomenon in our global era. Immigrant students face academic, 

linguistic and social challenges in the receiving country. Research suggests that educational 

factors, such as teacher training to work with immigrants, academic and social support, testing 

accommodations, etc.,  play an important role in immigrant students’ adjustment to the new 

educational system in the host country (Asanova, 2005; Genesee, García & Wei, 2014; Figueiredo, 

Martinsand & da Silva, 2015; Lindholm-Leary, Saunders & Christian, 2006). 

 

We aim to examine the practical guidelines, tools and methods for English teachers teaching 

immigrants in different countries in order to promote immigrant learners’ success in Israel. Our 

work is based on the document of the Ministry of Education: “Teaching English to Immigrant 

Pupils in Israel Principles and Practice”.  Additionally we examined guidelines from Greece and 

Holland, and the UNESCO position paper in order to compare approaches and ideas.  

 

We related to the latest theories pertaining to cross linguistic transfer: the “Threshold Hypothesis” 

and the “Interdependent Hypothesis” (Cummins, 1996; Cummins, 2008). Our aim was to see in 

what way the first language is treated by teachers, and what practical teaching methods are 

suggested in the view of a multilingual environment. Additionally, we related to social and 

psychological factors which influence language learning. We found that the different guidelines 

emphasize and encourage the use of the mother tongue for instruction in the preliminary stages of 

learning. Moreover, the use of additional languages in later stages of learning and the 

acknowledgment of cross-linguistic influence are portrayed, as well, in all of the examined 

documents. In addition, social and psychological aspects are mentioned in all the related 

documents, describing a challenging context in every country.  



 

We conclude, that in this complicated situation a lot depends on the teacher, who has a significant 

role in integrating the immigrant pupil in the class, and needs to have appropriate tools and 

techniques to promote learning.  Some of the reviewed guidelines and suggestions might give 

answers to teachers who are involved in helping immigrant pupils assimilate and succeed in their 

new environment. 

 

 

Teaching and Learning English in Digital Environments: A Virtual Workshop for 
EAL Teachers 
 

Presenters: Mira Leventhal Abudi, Myriam Lerman 

Course: Teaching and Learning English in Digital Environments 

Instructor: Dr. Daniel Portman 

 

Abstract 

 

The website we have designed was inspired by the course "Teaching and Learning in Digital 

Environments", taught by Dr. Daniel Portman. The goals of the course were to understand the 

changing role of technology in the EAL classroom and to become familiar with a wide range of 

applications of digital tools for English language teaching in primary and secondary environments.  

As a final project, we turned this knowledge into a "virtual workshop" for teachers and students of 

the English language. 

 

Information communication technologies (ICT) are being integrated into primary and secondary 

education schools all over the world (Stanley, 2013). Ilomäki (2008: 67), found that when the 

process of implementing ICT is motivated from the top-down, schools and teachers are not as 

committed to the idea and the implementation is not as successful. In a “bottom-up” approach, ICT 

is integrated with the school as the center of change and teachers as a crucial part of the change 

process. This approach believes that teachers should take part in decisions concerning how ICT 

should be used in the classroom. In order to get teachers to use ICT, there is great importance in 

training and supporting them. Condie, Rae, and Bob Munro (2007) believe that the impact of the 

use of ICT depends on the teacher’s ability to properly use ICT in the learning process. Teachers 

have to be confident enough with the tools and believe in their potential benefits in order to 

successfully implement them in the classroom.  

 

Following this insight, we have designed a website to give EAL teachers a "virtual workshop" in 

order to bring them closer to technology and get them more involved, motivated and educated 

about ICT.  The website provides both elementary and secondary EAL teachers with practical 

digital tools they can use in their English learning classroom. Each tool is presented in a simple, 

comprehensible way, in order to overcome inhibitions and fears concerning technology. The site 

provides EAL teachers with ways they can use the tools in education and tutorials on how to install 

and operate the tools.  

 

References: 

- Condie, Rae, and Bob Munro (2007). "The impact of ICT in schools: Landscape review.” 

https://www.doria.fi/bitstream/handle/10024/42311/B314.pdf
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Motteram, G. ed., (2013) Innovations in learning technologies for English language teaching, 
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Intervention Methods Put to Practice - A Personal Recount of One-on-One Sessions 
with two 10th Grade Pupils from Beit Ekstein (Hod HaSharon), Second Semester 
Tutoring  
 

Presenters: Alisa Dahan, If’at Bar-Thal  

Course: Identification and Remediation of Students with Learning Problems in the EFL Class 

Instructor: Dr. Susie Russak 

 

Abstract 

The gift of giving 

How do you make learning successful? How do you make learning appealing? How do you make 

learning fun? These are questions that most every student-teacher deals with at one point or another 

along the journey to becoming a proficient, efficient, successful teacher. Now take these questions 

and add the words “for a struggling learner” at the end of each.  

This is what we have been learning to do in Dr. Russak’s class since the beginning of the year, and 

putting into practice in the “hands on” mini-practicum of the second semester. 

Each of the 30 students in Dr. Russak’s class was assigned either a 7th or 10th grade student from 

Beit Ekstein, a special needs middle and high school in Hod HaSharon, and in our weekly 45 

minute sessions we do our best to deepen our pupils’ knowledge and use of English. 

The one-on-one encounters require much preparation and work on our part, but the pupils’ 

cooperation and appreciation are the most rewarding and satisfying gift. 

In our presentation, we will briefly describe the first semester and the theoretical base we received, 

we will explain about the ABLE kit and the assessments that we performed individually, and will 

each give a description of the processes we are undergoing with our pupils, sharing some of our 

revelations and giving a few examples of the activities we are doing with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/sites/teacheng/files/C607%20Information%20and%20Communication_WEB%20ONLY_FINAL.pdf
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Breaking Down Classroom Walls 
  
Presenter: Michelle Hanoch 

Course: Didactic Seminar (Dror School) 

Instructor: Ms. Susana Galante 

Mentor Teacher: Ms. Tamilee Krife 

 

Abstract 

 

21st century pedagogy aims to provide a model of education that effectively prepares young 

learners for the competencies and skills that are expected of them in today’s world. In response to 

these requirements, schools need to undergo a shift away from older and more traditional methods 

of instruction - from the transmission of information and content towards a framework that is more 

student-oriented, and that emphasizes problem solving, creativity, higher order thinking skills and 

collaborative learning.  Other hallmarks of 21st pedagogy include interdisciplinary teaching, multi-

cultural projects, authentic and meaningful learning, and the effective incorporation of technology 

to help meet these goals. 

 

As part of my practicum experience at Dror Junior High School, I created and taught a content and 

inquiry based unit that was designed to incorporate these central features of 21st century pedagogy. 

In order to investigate the subject of technology, pupils conducted group research projects in 

collaboration with a school in Tromso, Norway. This project succeeded in breaking down 

classroom walls through communication and collaboration facilitated by the use of technology, 

and gave the pupils an opportunity to use their English language skills in a meaningful and 

authentic context.    
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Presenter: Keren Gofer, Sabrin El Sadiq Ubydi 

Course: Practical Experience – Junior High level (Ben Gurion School, Emek Hefer – Ruppin & 

Jeem Junior High School, Tira) 

Instructor: Ms. Susana Galante 

Mentor Teachers: Ms. Amna Altiti and Ms. Galit Lederman 

 

Abstract 

Living in a multicultural society presents a significant challenge for the State of Israel. At the 

“Shared Education” program we have had the chance to participate in aims at breaking barriers of 

prejudice between Arab and Jewish Israeli groups. 

The “Shared Education” is a CET (Center for Educational Technology) program done in 

partnership with Beit Berl Academic College (BB) - both the Teachers’ Training College and the 

Arab Institute. The project is conducted in mixed pairs of schools (Arab and Jewish Israelis) in the 

Sharon area. The participants in the English program are two eighth grade classes from Ruppin 

(Ben Gurion Junior High School at Emek Hefer) and two from Tira (Jeem Junior High School) led 

by two pedagogical advisors. 

 

http://www.home.cet.ac.il/
http://www.beitberl.ac.il/


The meetings consisted of a student exchange and face to face meetings of all pupils. The activities 

we planned focused on the development of speaking skills and the use of dialogue as a strategy for 

multicultural relations, storytelling and the acquisition of basic digital skills.  This experience 

helped all sides involved collaborate and learn and teach English together. 
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