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HaMidrasha Gallery- HaYarkon 19 is a non-
profit fine arts, culture and education center, 
run by Hamidrasha Faculty of Arts, Beit 
Berl College. Located at the heart of Israel’s 
cultural center, Tel Aviv, the gallery represents 
an extension of Hamidrasha activities, 
while playing an important role in the arts 
and cultural scene in Tel Aviv. The center, 
which spans a two-floor complex, includes a 
contemporary art gallery, a versatile space 
equipped for video screening, conferences, 
seminars, and more.

The gallery highlights young artists as well as 
established, Israeli and international – with 
contemporary exhibits including installations, 
performance art, painting, video art and more. 
Focusing on current affairs and diverse cultural 
subjects, the gallery lectures and seminars cater 

to the Israeli arts and cultural community, 
as well as local and extended communities. 
HaMidrasha Gallery invites artists, curators, 
art students and art lovers to hold a progressive 
and challenging discussion in the contemporary 
discourse of art and its relation to social and 
political questions that stand in the heart of the 
Israeli society.

In addition to the exhibitions, the gallery 
offers, on a weekly basis, a diverse range of 
talks, lectures, workshops and film screenings. 
In addition, the gallery provides lectures 
and seminars for art teachers, and provides 
activities for art students. All of these are 
free and open to the public. Our programs also 
include activities for and with the community, 
including activities for children and programs for 
the elderly.
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Shomer 
Dor Zlekha Levy
Septemer 5 – October 19, 2019

Curator: Avi Lubin

In his exhibition Shomer, Dor Zlekha Levy 
created a multilayered projection and sound 
installation that dismantled and reassembled 
the Magen Avraham synagogue in the Abu Jamil 
quarter of Beirut. The starting point was a photo 
from 1975 showing two gun-toting, masked 
men, standing in front of the synagogue. They 
were PLO militias, who during the Lebanese 
civil war guarded the synagogue and the 
Jewish community. Since then, the synagogue 
was bombed in the 1980's by the IDF during 
the Lebanon war and stood abandoned and 
destroyed for more than 20 years. Only recently 
it was rebuilt and restored with funding from 
the Jewish community in the diaspora and 
the support of the Lebanese government 
and Hezbollah.

The exhibit Shomer was produced with the 
support of the Israel Lottery Council For Culture 
& Arts and the Yehoshua Rabinovich Tel Aviv 
Foundation for the Arts.

-
Dor Zlekha Levy, Shomer, 
Installation views.  
Photos: Hila Ido.

-
Assi Meshullam, Baal Ha’Loa, 
2012.  Back: Enrique Ramirez, Un 
Hombre Que Camina, 2011-2014. 
Photo: Maya Zehavi. 
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Kinderland 
Three solo exhibitions 

Transcender | Oree Holban
November 7 – December 28, 2019

Curator: Avi Lubin

Transcender is an immersive installation by 
the artist Oree Holban. It is a colorful space 
with neon signs, felt fabrics, video works, 
virtual-reality experience, stickers, plasticine 
figurines and toys. Its starting point is gender 
clichés of “boys’ rooms” and “girls’ rooms,” 
which are distorted and interwined, seeking 
balance and refuge.
 
Holban juxtaposes ideas and aesthetics from 
Buddhism with the colorful Western-American 
pop and rock 'n' roll culture, especially from 
1950s America. That period, characterized as 
innocent and sweet, was at the same time 
suffused with gender and racial segregation. 
From this encounter, Holban creates an active 
performative space, a childlike playground, that 
invites the spectators to participate. At the 
same time, it is a safe space, a place of refuge, 
sanctuary, that allows them to linger, stare, sit, 
get bored, meditate, and deal with their pain.

Patincipants: Gil Yefman, Hadas Golan, Merav 
Kamel, Halil Balabin, Natallie Igor Dobkin, 
Moran Ana Rosenthal, Dotan Moreno, Chen 
Flamenbaum, Oded Yones

The exhibition was produced with the help of 
the Department of the Arts, the Culture Wing, 
Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality, and the Yehoshua 
Rabinovich Foundation for the Arts, Tel Aviv, 
and with the support of the Ostrovsky Family 
Fund and “Loving Art Mawking Art 2019,” Tel 
Aviv-Yafo Municipality.

-
Oree Holban, Transcender, 
Installation view.
Photos: Daniel Tsal.
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-
Raffi Lavie, Kids' Drawings.

Wonderland 
Erkan Özgen
November 7 – December 28, 2019

Curator: Avi Lubin

Wonderland, a video by the Turkish artist Erkan 
Özgen, introduces Muhammed, a 13-year-old 
refugee, who escaped with his family from 
the north Syrian town of Kobanî across the 
Turkish border. Kobanî, a Kurdish city in the 
Aleppo district near the border with Turkey, 
was bombarded over a prolonged period by 
Islamic State (ISIS) fighters, until it was 
nearly destroyed. Most of its residents, such 
as Muhammed’s family, escaped to Turkey. 
Özgen, a member of a Kurdish family from the 

city of Mardin, Turkey, met Muhammed and 
his family when they came to his hometown in 
Turkey. Since Muhammed is deaf and mute, and 
even though he does not speak sign language, 
he tells Özgen with body language about the 
violent events he witnessed, the atrocities he 
experienced, and the flight from Syria.

-
Erkan Özgen, Video still from Wonderland.

Kids’ Drawings
Raffi Lavie
November 7 – December 28, 2020

Curators: Benno Kalev and Avi Lubin

A few years ago Benno Kalev came across 
the cover of a booklet, with a drawing that at 
first glance looked like another one of Lavie’s 
kids’ drawings. It had flowers, a boat, and in 
the middle a sort of a house, a path, a flag, 
a fish, a sun, and a boy with his hands raised 
upward, fingers spread. On the other side was 
a highlighted title: ‘Drawing of a six-year-old 
boy,’ and under it an article by an educator 
or psychologist called Y.M., explaining and 
interpreting the drawing. Lavie gave Kalev the 
book cover and added in handwriting: “From 
this drawing I ‘stole’ material for my drawings 
in the late 1950s.” Only later did Lavie embark 
on the required explanations and theories. This 
is the starting point of this exhibition that 
includes early drawings that artist Raffi Lavie 
created between 1958-1960 and are known as his 
Kids’ Drawings.
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-
Jonas Mekas, My Two Families, 
Installation views. 
Photos: Lena Gomon.

My Two Families
Jonas Mekas
January 16 – February 29, 2020

Curator: Avi Lubin

The exhibition My Two Families marks the first 
anniversary of the passing of the filmmaker, 
artist, writer and poet Jonas Mekas, “the 
godfather of avant-garde cinema.” It is a 
comprehensive exhibition of his work, including 
films, videos, photograps, and books he created 
over the years.

Mekas, who has often been credited for 
inventing the format of “diary films,” 
documented himself, his biological family, 
his professional family, and the artists who 
surrounded him. Over the years he cooperated 
with numerous people in the New York cultural 
scene, who appear in his films, including Andy 
Warhol, John Lennon, Yoko Ono, Nico, Nam 
June Paik, Allen Ginsberg, Salvador Dali, Jackie 
Kennedy, and many others.

The exhibition was supported by the Lithuanian 
Culture Institute

-
Jonas Mekas, My Two Families, 
Installation views. 
Photos: Lena Gomon.
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Zion 
Efrat Hakimi
January 16 – February 29, 2020

Curator: Avi Lubin

Efrat Hakimi’s exhibition is a diary of 
photographs, videos, texts, and objects, 
following her research of sites named "Zion.” 
The works document her stay at the Zion 
National Park in Utah, US. Hakimi talks to the 
people who work there, collects stories about 
artifacts in the park museum’s collection, and 
examines the documentation practices used 
at the site. The human history of the park 
began with the settlement of indigenous tribes 
8,000 years ago. Since the nineteenth century 
the area is inhabited by Mormon settlers. 
On the background of the park's spectacular 
landscape – the canyon, the red cliffs, the 
Navajo sand stone – Hakimi  reveals stories 
about violence, expulsion, polygamy, and 
territorial battles. Alongside these works she 
shows a video that focuses on the town of Zion, 
Illinois. This video ranges from the history of 
religious extremism and the evangelical right, to 
a present day crisis surrounding the attempt to 
dismantle the nuclear power plant at the site and 
decommission Zion.

The exhibition was supported by the Israel 
Lottery Council For Culture and Arts.

February 21 – March 30, 2019

Curator: Avi Lubin

Naama Shohet’s film Three Things Lost tells 
the story of her grandfather, the journalist and 
author Isaac Bar-Moshe. Born in Baghdad in 
1927, Bar-Moshe was forced to leave Iraq in 1950 
because of the extreme political situation there, 
and lived in Israel until 2003, when he moved 
to Manchester due to his loss of hope and the 
collapse of the peace process. Even though he 
lived in Israel, he chose throughout the years 
to write and express himself mainly in Arabic. 
Among other things, he worked in the Arabic 
department of the Israel Broadcast Authority 
and wrote numerous books in Arabic, only a few 

Three Things Lost
Naama Shohet

-
Naama Shohet, Three Things 
Lost, Installation view.  
Photo: Maya Zehavi.

of which were translated into Hebrew.
Shohet moves in her film between Arabic and 
Hebrew and between language and image, in 
a quest to understand the three things that 
were lost: home, bond, and faith. In three 
parts she tells the story of hopes dashed, the 
identity problem of the Arab Jews, and mainly 
of language as a realm that can help bridge 
between them.

-
Efrat Hakimi, Zion, Installation views. 
Photo: Tal Nisim.
-
Efrat Hakimi, Video still from Zion 
(Chapter II, Utah).
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-
bestial pre-idolatrous posture, 
which Getter has been intriuged 
by in these four works.

Hamphoras Hagadol
Israel Kabala
June 14 – July 11, 2020

Guest: Amotz Jakoby 
Sound: Ohad Fishof 
Curator: Avi Lubin

In this exhibition, Israel Kabala engages with 
powerlessness in the face of the violence 
and mercilessness filling our streets, the 
occupation, racism, economic catastrophe, 
and social indifference. Instead of sinking 
into despair, instead of isolating in his studio 
and painting, he is trying to shout, make an 
opening for an unexpected occurrence, let go 
of control to create an interaction. He creates 
a space where the military aesthetic mixes 
with a place for nurturing, magic and ritual. 
Objects, tools, leftovers, old photographs, 
signs and testimonies fill the space along with 
murals, enigmatic sentences and words, and the 
participants are invited to a direct encounter of 
healing and contemplation.

-
Israel Kabala, Hamphoras 
Hagadol, Installation view. 
Photo: Maya Zehavi.
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My Mourning Routine 
Maayan Avia Kurzweil 
June 14 – July 11, 2020

Curator: Avi Lubin

In her first solo exhibition, Maayan Avia 
Kurzweil grapples with the death of her father, 
with whom she was not in contact. In the 
absence of common memories, she tries to 
create rituals that will help her mourn. She 
focuses on two unique and meaningless objects 
that connect her with her father: she makes a 
lock for a key she does not know to what, and 
rips up a blouse she was wearing when she was 
informed her father had died, and which she 
wore to his funeral.

In his new exhibition Demolition Plan, Saher 
Miari examines the relationship between 
construction and destruction and between 
Hebrew work and Arab work. Miari, who was 
himself a construction worker, raises questions 
of identity, rights, and partnership, and turns 
our attention to the central role that Arabs have 
played in building this place and the fact they 
were never considered partners in it. At the 
same time he addresses clichés such as “salt of 
the earth” or “dying building the country."

Ironically, the demolition plan that is an integral 
part of his practice as an artist, is not part of 
his work as a construction worker. It seems that 
demolition, which is also a metaphor for our 
political reality, is a snapshot of the situation 
in which years of neglect and an inability to 
develop the Arab communities in Israel lead 
the authorities to issue numerous demolition 
orders against buildings, on the grounds of 
illegal construction.

Demolition Plan
Saher Miari 
July 20 – September 17, 2020

Curator: Avi Lubin

-
Maayan Avia Kurzweil,  
Video still from My Mourning 
Routine. 

-
Saher Miari, Demolition 
Plan, Installation views.
Photo: Maya Zehavi.

The ripping of the blouse is a continuation of 
the act of tearing of her shirt that took place at 
the funeral, and it went on for weeks until only 
the contours remained. Meanwhile, she went 
to a series of locksmiths asking them to make a 
lock for the key she has, as she talks with them 
about grief, relationships, and loss.
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Marseille Jamilla 
Roee Rosen and Ruti Sela 
July 20 – September 17, 2020

Curator: Avi Lubin

Roee Rosen’s and Ruti Sela’s 3-channels video 
installation Marseille Jamilla is composed of 
three chapters: a tourism advertisement for 
the city of Marseille fully shot in Jaffa and 
accompanied by a jingle composed by Uzi 
Ramirez; a speech written by Roee Rosen 
for the mayor of Marseille, played by Ruti 
Sela; and documentation of conversations 
with the students throughout a workshop at 
Hamidrasha art school, including questions 
about the relationship between Jewish and 
Arab students, colonialism and whitewashing 
of the violence occurring in Gaza, the way 
that art can serve as propaganda, and 
censorship in academe.

Rosen and Sela present a satirical portrait 
of the city of Marseille, using clichés and 
stereotypes (the flowers, the port, the sunset, 
and of course – the bouillabaisse), along with 
interest in concrete aspects of the city, such 
as the exceptional fact that minorities and 
immigrants live in its historic center, or the 
resemblance between the two Mediterranean 
cities – Marseille and Jaffa. They create an 
alienation that enables them to raise questions 
about burning issues here: about freedom of 
expression in art and academe, and the thin 
line between collaboration and resistance.

-
Roee Rosen and Ruti Sela, Video stills 
from Marseille Jamilla.

This work was created at the invitation of 
Triangle France – Astérides in and in cooperation 
with the students who participated in the 
Marseille Jamilla workshop:
Braah Abu Hamdi, Zeela Alfasi, Lana Biadsy, 
Timor Geva, Shira Heiman, Shay Zakken, Talia 
Katznelson, Thair Levi, Tal Mezuman, Chen 
Nucher, Alaa Sedawie, Braah Abed Elqader, 
Yael Stein.
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-

Paz Sher, Pieces of Leviathan, 
Installtion views. 
Photos: Lena Gomon,  
Maya Zehavi.

Pieces of Leviathan 
Paz Sher
July 20 – September 17, 2020

Curator: Avi Lubin

Among the pieces of Paz Sher’s installation, 
the constructions, the cylinders, and the ruins, 
body parts of a giant whale emerges: jaw, tail, 
genitals, forehead and eyes. From among the 
scattered whale parts grows human activity 
trying to reconstruct local living conditions. 
The installation includes sculptures of feet, 
a hand, a sewage pipe, a pair of giant four-
legged pants, and a massive photograph 
stretched across the middle of the room. Sher 
creates a space that examines different ways 
of seeing and perceiving reality: an installation 
in an art gallery, a film set, improvisations 
from a military base or from the public sphere 
in Israel, and back again to the sea and the 
whale. The exhibition includes an instrument 
that simulates a whale's vision, with eyes 
located on either side of the body at a large 
distance. Unlike the typical binocular vision of 
human beings, this device enables us to see 
two separate fields on either side of the body, 
two horizons.



22
23

Working with Hamidrasha's academic staff, the 
gallery offers on a weekly basis, a diverse range 
of talks, lectures, seminars, performances, film 
screenings and academic conferences. 
As an extension to Hamidrasha Faculty of 
Arts’ activities in the field of art education, 
our programs also serve schools and teachers 
from the Tel Aviv district and beyond. Among 
the special activities we held this year was a 
collaboration with “Yanshufim in the city” -  
a project by the Tel Aviv-Yafo Municipality 
to enrich and expand kids’ exposure to 

Public Program,  
Academic Activity, 
Education and Community  

artistic media. In this context, we hosted 
more than 200 students of the 5th and 6th 
grades from all over the city for a workshop 
with artist Oree Holban and a conversation 
with the gallery curator. We also held 
“A Common Camp #3” – a participatory 
project with students from Hamidrasha, 
curated by Ruti Sela. In addition, in light of 
the coronavirus and the lockdown, we held 
many online activities, including a series of 
artists’ public conversations with the gallery 
curator and activities for kids from distance.

-
Shachar Neuhaus painting in 
the framework of Common 
Camp #3

A Common Camp #3

March 3 – March 21, 2020

Curator: Ruti Sela
Producer: Dana Rozenfeld

A Common Camp is a yearly event during 
which students from Hamidrasha are invited 
to stay in the gallery space for two weeks and 
create works on site, exploring the potential 
of collaboration, transparency and social 
dynamics as raw materials for creativity.
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Performances

-
Above: Dor Zlekha Levy, 
Shomer, closing event: 
Yael Lavie (qanun), Aviad 
Zinemanas (electronica), Dor 
Zlekha Levy (video)
-
Below: Oree Holban, 
Transcender (performance).
Performers: Oree Holban, 
Natal.ie Igor Dobkin and Moran 
AnA Rosenthal.

-
Above: Zoom conversation with Roee Rosen. 
-
Below: Zoom conversation with Hillel Roman.

Online Activites 
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-
Above: Ariel Schweitzer talks 
about the work of Jonas 
Mekas, in the framework of 
his solo show My Two Families.
-
Below: A drawing workshop 
with Hillel Roman.

-
Above: Yanshufim in the city.
-
Right:  Yanshufim in the city.
-
Below: Purim workshop for kids

Workshops  
and Seminars




