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WOMEN AND THE HOLOCAUST 

 
The Fifth International Conference 

 
CREATIVITY AND ARTS IN THE HOLOCAUST – GENDER PERSPECTIVE  

 
 

October 26-28/2009 
 
 

Call for Papers  
 

The Fifth International Conference on Women and the Holocaust will focus on 
creativity and arts in the Holocaust from gender perspectives. It will deal with 
a wide range of topics related to creativity and works of art before, during and 
after the Holocaust.  
 
Purposes of the Conference 
 

• To contribute to comparative, critical and feminist research of the 
Holocaust. 

• To introduce innovative thinking to the study of the Holocaust, from 
gender point of view in particular.   

• To advance public awareness and interest in gendered issues of 
Holocaust commemoration. 

• To contribute to educational efforts relating to commemorating 
women's narratives in the Holocaust.  

• To develop international networks of Holocaust scholars on the topic of 
gender and the Holocaust 

• To encourage academic research and public discourse relating to 
gendered perspectives in the context of creativity and arts in the 
Holocaust. 

 
 

Optional topics for proposals  

• Reexamination of definitions of the terms creation and creativity against 
the background of the increasing number of negative edicts during the 
German occupation in the ghettos and the concentration and death 
camps; a search for expanded definitions.  The subject will be dealt 
with via sociological, historical, anthropological, psychological and 
artistic analysis.  

• Discussion of the creative solutions for coping – in the social and 
psychological situations brought about by the living conditions in the 
ghetto. 

• The Jewish leadership and how it contended with finding survival 
solutions for the Jewish population under the onus of the German 
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occupation; the creation of circumventing frameworks and alternative 
institutions.  

• The house committees in Warsaw and their changed role against the 
background of the changing conditions of existence; women's and 
men's actions. 

• The setting up of underground schools and frameworks for professional 
retraining, and alternative learning frameworks for adults.  

• Production of toys, production of learning and teaching materials, the 
setting up of libraries 

• Creation and crafts – ad hoc "inventions" which served the Jews – 
alternative medicines, nails made from wood, the production of paint, 
making jewelry, etc. 

• Coping with maintaining a religious life framework 

• Rediscovery of individual men and women who created new coping 
methods, such as Emanuel Ringelblum, Dita Ornstein, Sonia Okon, 
Egon (Gunda) Redlich, Rachel Auerbach, Simcha Rotem, etc. 

• Analysis of the role of folk art creation in the ghettos and camps, such 
as the production of gifts  

• The artist as documenter in the ghettos and camps 

• Artistic creation and its expression in painting, music, writing and 
poetry, theatre, cinema, etc. (before, during and after the Holocaust) 

• Creation by children and youth 
 
Invitation to Lecture at the Conference  
Scholars in academic fields relevant to the conference subjects: history, 
anthropology, sociology, psychology, education, literature, art, etc., are invited 
to submit papers. We also invite people from the fields of literature, cinema 
and art, whose work is connected to the conference subjects and to survivors, 
whose testimony casts light from various angles on the subjects to be 
discussed at the conference.  
 
Target Audience 
Scholars, educators, teachers, social workers, survivors and members of the 
ongoing generations, students, women's organizations, institutions for 
commemorating and imparting the legacy of the Holocaust, institutions 
engaged in protecting the rights of children and adolescents, and the general 
public 
 
Abstracts of proposed lectures for the conference, of no more than 500 words, 
in Hebrew and English, must be submitted no later than July 1, 2009 to the 
following e-mail address: 
Dr. Batia Brutin batyab@netvision.net.il or batiasho@beitberl.ac.il 
 
Upon receipt of the committee's authorization for inclusion of the lecture in the 
conference, the complete version should be sent no later than October 1, 
2009.  

 


