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privileged and subordinated groups alike attain upward mobility, their positions might be
changed, but not the power relations between them as long as that mobility occurs within
the previously constructed confines and point of departure of each group. Here is the
genesis of the syndrome in which subordinated groups find themselves ‘going up a
.downward escalator’”
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Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, Subaltern Studies. Deconstructing Historiography, in IN 34
OTHER WORLDS: ESSAYS IN CULTURAL PoLITICcs 197, 205 (1987): “I would read [the
Subaltern Studies Group’s text] then, as a strategic use of positivist essentidism in a
scrupulously visible political interest [...] Thiswould alow them to use the critical force of
anti-humanism [...] even as they share its constitutive paradox: that the essentializing
.moment, the object of their criticism, isirreducible”
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