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A @ oUW QU e (155 Jool o30)
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030 Jlis 0 (61.10%) Gyl 3 Bl
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Creswell &) & 90| UL cand el sy & 31 2SI UL cani gl 01
G §3 b parss a2y L a0 A U1 3 (Plano Clark, 2011
d ) s dnd s JM e e e gl UL ST L(2021 5 2017) s
constructivist grounded) UL Jo ;50,1 435t & Lacl) plsely c,‘,\jéj ekl
S UL BL 416 G b ) el (6 el Jalisl) 5Ll slaze) iy - (theory
Flel Ly sy 73 8 A 5l UL e Ly eByl) 15l Glo Gigé 352
Creswell & Plano Clark, 2011; Ivankova, Creswell &) &VJ\ AR aJ )31\ iS)

.(Stick, 2006

o)yl ) 9]

ke w3l g gy (Al 8/udal) 8elaS 1y Disne Lagin 8 5Ls . copldlnd oy 8 &
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Al ods 3

3 rv\éé.w\ .(Ryan, & Connell, 1989) ) dge 5Ly cé\u\i\ S I
2193 oo t‘ﬁf‘ Aol poE] (SRQ-A) ggm S glall oLl
; 31y e @Lad) () i) ezl 3l 2 gy ail) dige L
e o5 B) Il ABI) plasial & byl oda 3 J>\JJ\
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ool dige CLISY wlad) wls) Gy wlogas ) pudi]

S Sl % S B0 7y
68=>.! 71=sa)
@bl 12V Jadl | ol 2Y Jaull
Skl
64 3.29 41 52| sls #ls
79 4.24 77 1.83 L;;)\!»@’b

Bagaall bl

o5t dunydl) J) (81.15%) 4S)Las 112 jom eieasll) )l (8 AS)Lia 138 oy 3
oF 420 sagaal) UL cJare i€ ALl G BA2 Sl J,JJ\ ookl )
Ahll e ol s ey (Badl ALl o)) o KN e B Lal) Ol
& 9oel &31,2 50ly Al )il o)l g8 e DL t sl gl

Bobas) s e £yl 3 oLl

2026 | 16 3azll =7¢Aﬂ

18



19

11 Ulaed pgng Aialag ol

sonlis Aold) by ez JliS) e e AU Bagaal)l UL glasy L
Joo gt ) VW Ol Coondy 1% 83gaal) UL Al Jaigie é.) (Agme
multiple imputations) (Schafer &) sdazll sLy) ;.»}Lj Gedad & cBagiie ULy
oLai] £ (24 4Y) SPSS 25, § bl sl 2] phasil (Graham, 2002

BRI ks 8252l SBL) e Lgd cladn) ol Slesaz 2

s

SO el e gl 2led) ciod ¢ I9 S Aldl o) Ayl oL Gt
el am desll SUL BT L)l oty Gaeed) Jdoll sl 3.0
Eodl Lo dazm (g4l (thematic analysis method) (£ 5.2 5Ll Jdoecd) ;.,»j.bf\ r\AD':.Lng
UL B9 sl el gl o (2l

SO ot
Bargal e

4,2 el B, a5 el i) Lo tgadt) SOLbnil) o 0oy 6]
DY Jalas o3 comgly J5T LM () Lol L) B sl oy
kurtosis) zdoacll Jolas ad cogly Ly 1,265 -0.97 (skewness values)
Mayers,) ;b 4 529] el @ladl s f:}l\ oda o5 1579 1.29 (o (indices
homogeneity) cxla) Jold jlas) ool Lol Jgil) panl) ol sedall 1035210 (2013
oyl -3/dal) 8:LiS” Lyl &1 (Levene’s test) cnad Lus) ¢l (variance
F(1,135) =] gaadl ol B3 [F(1,135) = 0.47¢ p > 0.05] ~Lall Ll & 4s14))
13 G5 LS o I Aoncl) p B 520 5 g plie 38 (1,27 p > 0.05
oxblaze Ol sael) i8S laall 331,250l UL ) S lagisel) § Gl

(Il el @ gl Aabslly el gl Slpine 8

it ) o

@il (repeated-measures analysis of variance -ANOVA) .\l J\4 ¢ >

3US” Lo sl Sl il (Slegarl) Jols Jaloy Slegarll o Jale) ekl 3,80
O Aoyl Amdlol) )39 Al Al 13 e gl (5) A1) optal) -3/l
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(e 1) wlegael) o gl Jamad) il g i) dige jlesy 2ol
Slorys 088 bl psel) BTl garll Jols g i) piall ga (npg J8) ool 08 Loy
wlaligie 2 Joadl (3 2 A 378 5 G Al 351 oyl -8/uall 85
Al 15 s gamall oLl dmgg 8 A1) el -5/l 85 S0 gy lame 61,4

Aoy sl ) o3 g A1)
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A
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68=2al T 71504
)Y Jaal | Gy Jaal)
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.67 4.44 45 4.71 Gy L3

&Y «(degrees of freedom) 4,3 olorys @:;,4;5 drl s S S‘J ) oda &
(epsilon values) & g o B el pinad) Jadd o s (y32ms )yl
Mauchly’s sphericity) 4 3,SU L}&y)\,:.s-\ o) Ol & ULy ety g sls
e ST i) Slegamall £l sl ol JA (g, ells J) BLaYL L (test
Slerys) bl pxll ey L (pretest) &.ﬁ\ oL @ e gaell o 39,8 3929 pe
L) ) Slaogio 0 39,8 39 pe ) Bl i (3030 o) -5/ukal) 35S

(3 Jsad) [p > 0.05 £(137) = -0.67] cys paxall

3@3)3.493[
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F(1, 135) = 49.13¢ p < «0.73 = WSy A] degaells oyail) oo Jelal) 4l o[0.04
J) (@ Jgad)) sl ol 8yl wlulall U2 Ll elds . [0.27 = G52 2 £0.001
565 [F(1, 135) = 5.89: p < 0.05¢ pn2 = 0.04] a3l Lslas] 2V 63 ouss) 56 395
5 Jelisy [F(1, 135) = 35.31 p < 0.001 p1? = 0.21] e gaxal] &;Lb{w; G5 (gl

J[F(1,135) = 49.13. p < 0.001c pn2 = 0.27] degaxlly paill o a,zt,»gawa

4 ‘J) iy
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G 12 AN F P I AU PP RCH P gt Ry
p aslexy) 4y, CAPR(
Q\o}?;l\ R J:l;-
21 .000 35.32 6.40 1135 6.40 degaxl)
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042 017. 5.89 99 1135 .99 oo
.27 .000 49.12 8.28 1135 8.28 ooV e gaxl)
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aobie 863 dm B 693 ol Sdoln ye 0L adEs @l glas &N e 251))
sda iys ¢l ey 534 5 sl oY e Jlo s ) Jsogll J2 S
gy Lty & clis ) go slii] Gugr « BN 5 40 Ladl) sl dpdons) 590
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Bguae 28 Y Liglh o Sjshy e s U L) e g 005D b 250
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with learners’ sociocultural environments, an issue widely discussed in
ecological approaches to language education.

Taken together, these findings demonstrate that English language education
in the Arab education system in Israel is shaped by policies and practices
that do not fully reflect linguistic diversity, cultural representation, or
equitable resource distribution. From a language policy perspective, this
case illustrates how standardization can obscure structural inequalities
while maintaining the appearance of equal opportunity. Consequently,
despite its symbolic promise as a language of mobility and global
participation, English continues to function for many Arab students as
a “language of an unrealized dream”: widely promoted, yet unevenly
accessible in practice.

Beyond the specific case examined, this study offers a broader contribution
to discussions of language, power, and education in multilingual and
stratified societies. It demonstrates how language education policies,
when detached from sociopolitical realities, may inadvertently reproduce
inequality rather than mitigate it. In the Israeli context, these findings
are particularly relevant to ongoing public debates on educational equity,
language policy, and social integration. By foregrounding the structural
dimensions of English education, the study contributes to a more critical
understanding of how educational systems both shape and are shaped by
broader societal inequalities.
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learning progress. Importantly, these disparities cannot be attributed
to individual learners or teachers but must be understood as systemic
effects of policy design and resource allocation.

The analysis further demonstrates that English occupies a marginal
position within the Arab curriculum, both in terms of instructional time
and institutional support. This marginality is compounded by uneven
access to professional development and insufficient alignment between
teacher training and classroom realities. In this sense, the study challenges
deficit-oriented explanations and instead situates educational outcomes
within broader structural constraints, reinforcing arguments in critical
language policy scholarship.

Curriculum content constitutes another critical site of inequality.
The analysis of English textbooks reveals a persistent lack of cultural
representation, with Palestinian Arab identities largely absent or
marginalized. Materials designed for “all schools in Israel” predominantly
reflect Jewish-Israeli and Western perspectives, creating a disconnect
between students’ lived experiences and the content they are expected
to engage with. From a critical discourse perspective, this reflects how
dominant cultural narratives are normalized within ostensibly neutral
educational materials, limiting both engagement and meaningful language
acquisition.

Assessment practices further reproduce these inequalities. Standardized
examinations such as the Meitzav and Bagrut rely on culturally embedded
norms that do not adequately reflect the sociolinguistic realities of Arab
learners. As a result, these assessments often measure students’ familiarity
with dominant cultural frameworks rather than their actual communicative
competence. This finding contributes to ongoing debates on the role of
assessment in reproducing social inequality, highlighting how evaluation
systems can function as instruments of symbolic power.

While the study has focused primarily on formal schooling, it also
acknowledges the growing role of Extramural English (EE) in students’
linguistic lives. Informal exposure to English through digital media
and global cultural flows highlights a critical tension between students’
everyday linguistic practices and the formal curriculum. This tension
underscores the limitations of institutional approaches that fail to engage
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Conclusion

This article explores the structural factors impacting English language
education for Arab students in Israel from 1948 to 2018, framing English
as a “language of an unrealized dream.” Using curriculum analysis,
assessment data, and interviews with educational stakeholders, the study
shows that differences in English achievement are not accidental but
are systematically created through policy, curriculum design, teaching
methods, and assessment systems. Although English instruction is
officially standardized throughout the Israeli education system, it
functions within unequal institutional and sociolinguistic contexts that
consistently place Arab students at a disadvantage.

A key contribution of this study is its detailed, layered analysis, that
combines archival data, curricula, textbooks, and field observations to
show how inequalities develop and persist over time. Instead of merely
describing gaps, the study explains how these disparities are built
into evolving policy frameworks and reproduced through everyday
educational practices. In doing so, it contributes to broader discussions in
language policy research by illustrating how systems that appear uniform
can serve as tools for differentiation and stratification.

One key structural distinction concerns the linguistic positioning of
English within each education system. While for Jewish students English
often functions as a second language, for Arab students it is acquired
as a third language, following Modern Standard Arabic and Hebrew.
This asymmetrical multilingual configuration is not merely pedagogical
but reflects deeper sociopolitical hierarchies, aligning with ecological
and critical approaches that view language learning as situated within
broader power relations. The findings indicate that existing education
policies do not adequately address these multilingual realities, thereby
reinforcing unequal learning conditions.

Although some progress in English proficiency among Arab students is
visible, particularly in the early stages of schooling, these improvements
do not lead to sustained or equitable results. Achievement gaps remain
significant, especially in middle and high school, highlighting ongoing
structural barriers. Factors like delayed exposure to English, limited
instructional hours, and shortages of qualified teachers continue to hinder
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2. Diplomatic Studies Program - “International Communication in
English”: Integrated into elective tracks in upper secondary education,
this program is designed for students studying English at the five-unit
level. Its objectives include developing leadership skills, negotiation
abilities, and conflict-resolution strategies, while also exposing
students to translation practices and international discourse.

3. Interdisciplinary Learning Programs for Middle School: These
programs integrate English with content areas such as geography and
financial education. Examples include “GO ENGLISH — Geography
in English” and a financial education program for grades 9-10,
offered either within English lessons or as part of broader curricular
frameworks.

Dr. Levi argues that these initiatives reflect a strategic effort to strengthen
English proficiency through differentiated and developmentally 2
appropriate programs. However, access to and implementation of these
initiatives are often contingent on school-level resources, institutional .
capacity, and administrative priorities. The recommendation that
school principals acquire these programs through the GEFEN system
raises important questions regarding equity of access, particularly in
the Arab education system, where schools often operate under more

limited resources.'?

Thus, while these programs aim to improve communicative competence
and broaden learning opportunities, their uneven accessibility may
unintentionally perpetuate existing educational inequalities. In this
context, even well-designed initiatives risk reinforcing the broader pattern
identified in this study, where English remains unevenly accessible and
only partially attainable for many Arab students.

12. Gefen, an initiative overseen by the Ministry of Education, empowers school principals
by providing them with resources to choose educational services. ICEI currently provides
services to schools under the Gefen initiative.
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of professional development initiatives, particularly for experienced
teachers. It suggests that current frameworks do not adequately respond
to the diverse needs of teachers in the Arab education system, thereby
limiting their professional growth and engagement.

Taken together, these findings indicate that, despite formal structures
supporting teacher training and development, there remains a gap between
policy intentions and actual practice. This gap reflects broader structural
inequalities within the Arab education system and has direct implications
for the quality of English instruction. As such, teacher preparation and
professional development emerge as critical factors in understanding
why English, despite years of formal instruction, continues to function
as a “language of an unrealized dream” for many Arab students.

Empowering Language SKkills: Strategic Programs in English
Education

During the interview, Dr. Levi highlighted the importance of developing
specialized programs under the supervision of the English Inspectorate.
These initiatives are designed to enrich and strengthen English language
learning through targeted and structured interventions. According to Dr.
Levi, these programs form part of a broader strategic effort to enhance
communicative competence and academic language proficiency across
all educational stages.

1. “Promotion of Spoken English”: This comprehensive initiative
focuses on strengthening oral communication skills across different age
groups:

- SPEAK UP: Encourages and develops spoken English in elementary
schools.

- Let’s Talk: Enhances oral communication skills among seventh-grade
students.

- Debate Club: Aims to foster critical thinking and spoken argumentation
skills in ninth grade.

- Keep Talking: Targets the reinforcement of oral proficiency among
high school students (grade 10).
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During the interview, Dr. Levi also emphasized the importance of ongoing
professional development, stressing that “continuous learning is not
optional; it is vital for teachers to stay updated and feel appreciated.”
Continuous professional development enables teachers to remain informed
about pedagogical innovations and curricular updates while also fostering
a sense of professional recognition and belonging. These professional
development opportunities include enrichment programs offered across
districts, online training sessions for novice and experienced teachers,
specialized workshops focused on integrating didactic practices into digital
environments, and targeted training to enhance students’ oral proficiency
and communicative competence.

Professional learning communities (“Hishtalmut”) were presented as a
central pillar of professional development for English teachers. Dr. Levi
described these communities as “key spaces where teachers engage in
collaborative dialogue, share pedagogical strategies, and develop together
professionally.” Led by senior educators from across the country, these
communities aim to promote professional growth through activities such
as curriculum adaptation, oral proficiency development, vocabulary
instruction, peer observation and reflection, case studies, and simulation-
based learning.

However, the effectiveness of these professional learning communities is
not uniform, as reflected in the interview of an English coordinator from
the Arab education system:

We are encouraged to engage in professional learning communities
tailored to the needs of new English teachers. However, these
communities do not provide additional details for experienced
teachers. As a result, my colleagues and I feel disheartened and
disengaged when we participate in such initiatives. We need more
competent facilitators who can provide sufficient information and
support to make us feel more engaged and supported. For instance,
in multiple instances, an English teacher sought clarification
on a particular topic during the course but still did not receive a
satisfactory answer from the facilitator, having to turn to English
school coordinators instead.

This account highlights the uneven quality and limited differentiation
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close collaboration between teacher training colleges and the Ministry’s
supervisory units, noting that “we work in close partnership with teacher
training colleges to ensure that the programs they offer align with the ever-
evolving curriculum in schools.” According to Dr. Levi, this alignment is
necessary to maintain the quality and relevance of teacher preparation.'

Despite these institutional efforts, the reality of teacher preparation
and professional readiness within the Arab education system reveals
significant gaps. An English teacher from the Arab education system,
interviewed for this research, reflected on her B.Ed. studies and stated:

In my B. Ed, I completed courses in linguistic landscape, grammar,
writing, literature, the languages of minorities and immigrants, and
general teaching methods. However, I realized that we still need to
learn how to teach English to future generations, and that we were
not introduced to the English curriculum or the essential skills and
areas of knowledge students should acquire. In retrospect, the B.Ed
curriculum assumed that we, as former students, already knew
what students would learn at school. I firmly believe that B.Ed
studies should incorporate courses similar to those taken by English
teachers to gain insight into the English curriculum and effective
teaching methods. "

This testimony illustrates a structural disconnect between academic
teacher training and the practical demands of English teaching in schools,
particularly within the Arab education system.

In addition, drawing on my own experience as a Beit Berl College of
Education graduate, an English teacher, and an English coordinator, I find
the above statement only partially accurate. While foundational academic
training is essential, a bachelor’s degree alone does not adequately prepare
English teachers for the complexities of classroom practice, curriculum
implementation, and assessment demands. This observation further
underscores the need for a systematic, in-depth examination of teacher
training frameworks and their applicability to real school contexts,
particularly in Arab schools.

10. The author conducted an interview with the English supervisor in Israel, Dr. Levi Tziona,
on 2nd August 2021.

11. The author conducted an interview with an English teacher from the Arab education system
on June 12th, 2024.
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instructional time prioritizes Arabic, followed by Hebrew, with English
in third place. This asymmetrical language hierarchy, combined with
differing curricular expectations and pedagogical resources, significantly
affects student outcomes.

The Knesset’s Education Committee and the State Comptroller have
examined the primary factors contributing to low English achievement
among Arab pupils. These bodies have identified a shortage of English
teachers and a high proportion of elderly teachers as critical challenges
(Zeid & Cretu, 2020). RAMA (2016) data further reveal a low percentage
of qualified Arab English teachers. Waisblay (2014) noted that the number
of weekly English instructional hours remains limited, often not exceeding
4 hours (Zeid & Cretu, 2020). Due to the shortage of qualified teachers,
regional inspectors are frequently compelled to employ non-qualified
English teachers (State Comptroller’s Report, p. 784). This practice further
entrenches disparities in instructional quality and student achievement.

All things considered, these findings suggest that the observed gaps in
English proficiency are not incidental but are systematically produced
through unequal structural conditions. While improvements are evident,
they do not translate into equal outcomes, thereby reinforcing English’s
status as a “language of an unrealized dream” for many Arab students.

Teacher Training and Professional Development: Challenges
and Opportunities in English Language Education in the Arab
Education System

In an interview conducted for this study with Dr. Tziona Levi, Head of
the Languages Department at the Pedagogical Secretariat of the Ministry
of Education and the official responsible for English studies in both the
Jewish and Arab education systems,’ the discussion centered on teacher
training and professional development in English language instruction. Dr.
Levi emphasized several key points in the interview. First, she underscored
the essential qualifications required of English language teachers,
stressing that “educators must possess a bachelor’s degree and a teaching
certificate in English.” Additionally, she highlighted the importance of

9. Ministry of Education (n.d.). Department A, Languages. Retrieved June 30, 2024, from
https://mazhap.education.gov.il/professions/languages/
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Figure 3: English Achievements in Bagrut and Psychometric exams
in Arab education.?
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These findings illuminate the structural conditions underlying the
relatively low English achievement levels in the Arab education system.
One may argue that the policy of teaching three languages in the Arab
school system contributes to lower achievement across all three. English,
which is formally taught as a foreign language in both Jewish and Arab
schools, serves as a particularly telling case of how unequal conditions
shape educational outcomes. Unequal instructional time allocations,
differences in the official and symbolic status of languages, disparities in
funding, and gaps at the school and classroom levels further complicate
comparisons of academic outcomes between Jewish and Arab students.

Indeed, in the Jewish education system (K—12), the majority of learning
hours are devoted to Hebrew, with English occupying a strong secondary
position, while Arabic remains marginal. In contrast, in Arab schools,

8. The diagram is taken from ‘Trends in matriculation grades in the years 1991-2017” by the
National Institute for Testing and Evaluation, April 2021.
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Figure 2: Eighth-grade achievement levels in the English Meitzay test
results by population group in 2008, 2012, and 2017.
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An examination of the Bagrut and psychometric exams reveals similar
findings. Figure 3 demonstrates that, according to the tests, English
proficiency improved significantly between 1991 and 2017 at all levels.
This improvement was particularly pronounced in the four and five-
point Bagrut tests in 2005. Similarly, psychometric English scores
improved by about ten points during this period. Despite this upward
trend, Arab students’ scores remain consistently lower than those of
Jewish students, highlighting the durability of achievement gaps over
time (Or & Shohamy, 2017). According to the Israel State Archives
(1996), one apparent reason for these gaps is a policy decision whereby
students in the Arab education system begin learning English only in the
fourth grade, whereas Jewish students are typically exposed to English
at an earlier stage.’

6. ibid
7. An Operative work-plan for language studies — special, Ministry of Education. (1996, January
23). Found in Israel State Archives (ISA): ISA-education-education-001fkup, p. 65.
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Figure 1: Fifth-grade achievement levels in the English Meitzav exam
results by population group in 2008, 2012, and 2017.°
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Figure 2 shows that the situation in eighth grade is less optimistic than
English achievement in fifth grade. However, it is essential to note that
English achievement among Arabic speakers has significantly improved
from 2008 to 2017. Although the English gap remains sizable, the data
suggest partial progress that nonetheless fails to eliminate systemic
disparities as students advance through the education system.

5. The diagram is taken from the report “Indicators of Efficiency and Growth in Meitzav Exams,”
2016/2017 and 2017/2018, published by the Ministry of Education’s RAMA (National
Authority for Measurement and Evaluation), as cited in the publication “Education in Arab
Society: Disparities and Signs of Change” by the Israel Democracy Institute (IDI) (2019).
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Importantly, this dynamic helps explain a central paradox identified in
this study: students may achieve relatively high scores on standardized
English examinations while lacking functional communicative
competence. When assessment prioritizes familiarity with test formats
and culturally specific content over meaningful language use, it produces
the appearance of achievement without corresponding proficiency.

In this sense, assessment practices contribute directly to positioning
English as a “language of an unrealized dream.” Students formally succeed
within the system, yet remain unable to use English effectively in real-
life contexts, reinforcing the gap between certification and actual linguistic
ability.

Language Proficiency Disparities: Analyzing English Achievement
in the Arab and Jewish Education Systems in Israel

The Ministry of Education administers standardized assessments across
both Arab and Jewish education systems, including the Meitzav tests and
the Bagrut examinations. Consistent findings across these assessments
indicate that English achievement in Meitzav examinations among Arab
elementary and middle schools in Israel, as well as in the final Bagrut
examination and psychometric exams, is notably lower than that of Jewish
students (Amara & Mar*i, 2002; Or & Shohamy, 2017). These achievement
gaps point to persistent structural inequalities rather than individual learner
deficiencies, reinforcing the broader argument of this study.

For instance, in 2017-2018, fifth graders in Arab elementary schools
exhibited improvement compared to 2008 —2017. As depicted in Figure 1,
the progress in English proficiency among the Arab student population was
more marked than that of Jewish students. The significant gap observed
between the two groups in 2008 had closed by 2017. However, this
convergence should be interpreted cautiously, as it does not necessarily
indicate equality in access to instructional quality or assessment conditions,
but rather reflects relative improvement within unequal systems.
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issue rather than individual student shortcomings.

Arab students follow the same national curriculum as their Jewish
peers, but they often face challenges due to the cultural gap between the
assessment content and their personal experiences. Standardized tests
rarely consider these differences, leading to a cultural mismatch that can
impact their performance. This issue is especially noticeable in oral and
interpretive assignments, where success relies on both language skills
and understanding of culturally specific references.

The findings further demonstrate that standardized English assessments
disproportionately disadvantage Arab students due to the absence
of culturally relevant content. The English Bagrut exam, designed to
measure proficiency across four skills, does not adequately consider
the linguistic repertoires and cultural backgrounds of Arab learners.
Consequently, assessment becomes a mechanism that privileges
dominant cultural knowledge alongside language ability. This produces
a form of systemic bias, as students are evaluated according to norms
that do not reflect their educational and social contexts.

Rather than advocating for additional standardized tests, this analysis
highlights the structural limitations of existing assessment practices. The
central issue lies in the misalignment between assessment frameworks
and the sociolinguistic realities of Arab students. Standardization, in
this context, does not ensure fairness but rather obscures inequality
by applying uniform criteria to unequal conditions. This misalignment
is particularly evident in the Bagrut examination, where students are
expected to demonstrate proficiency through culturally specific content
that may be unfamiliar or inaccessible.

The English matriculation exam remains a central component of the
secondary education system and is offered at three levels: basic (three
units, A2), intermediate (four units, B1), and advanced (five units, B2).
Students must pass at least the basic level to obtain a matriculation
certificate and must also complete an independent research project
assessed through the Computerized Oral Bagrut Exam (COBE). While
this structure is designed to differentiate proficiency, it may inadvertently
reinforce inequality, as placement and evaluation are based on criteria
that do not sufficiently account for cultural and linguistic diversity.
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invisibility has both symbolic and pedagogical implications: it limits
students’ ability to connect with the material, constrains meaningful
language acquisition, and reinforces their marginal position within the
education system.

Within this context, English becomes not only a linguistic challenge
but also a cultural one, further contributing to its status as a “language

of an unrealized dream,” where students are formally included in the
learning process but remain substantively excluded from its cultural and
cognitive benefits.

Cultural Bias in English Assessment: How Standardized
Methods Marginalize Arab Students in Israel

Assessment is vital in education, offering feedback to teachers and
students—guiding instruction through formative assessment and
measuring results via summative assessment. Yet, it is not neutral; it
mirrors linguistic and cultural biases. Although formative assessment
aims to highlight students’ strengths and weaknesses, these practices
often carry cultural norms favoring Jewish-Israeli and Western
perspectives, which can put Arab students at a disadvantage (Amara,
2014; Awayed-Bishara, 2015).

In Israeli schools, the Ministry of Education encourages various
assessment methods to measure reading, writing, listening, and speaking
skills. However, despite this official focus on diversity, assessment
systems often overlook the sociolinguistic backgrounds of Arab students.
Consequently, these evaluation processes do not treat all student groups
fairly.

This research highlights a notable inconsistency in English proficiency
outcomes among different educational streams, especially within the Arab
education system. Although upper secondary education is mandatory, the
matriculation (Bagrut) exam, which is crucial for university entry, is not.
This structural difference leads to unequal access to higher education,
with many Arab students failing to meet matriculation standards.
Additionally, even when students take part in assessments, results show
ongoing disparities driven by cultural and linguistic differences present
in both curricula and testing formats. These patterns suggest a systemic
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to engage with and acquire a language when they can relate to its cultural
content (Valdes, 1986; Ellis, 1997). Moreover, integrating elements
of learners’ native culture facilitates comprehension and motivation
(Cortazzi & Lixian, 1999; Amara & Mar‘i, 2002; Or & Shohamy,
2017). Conversely, the absence of familiar cultural references may lead
to alienation and reduced engagement. Awayed-Bishara (2015) argues
that Palestinian Arab students often struggle with English materials
that assume familiarity with Western contexts, resulting in difficulties
in comprehension and participation. In this sense, cultural exclusion
becomes a barrier to linguistic acquisition.

Although the curriculum formally emphasizes domains such as social
interaction, access to information, presentation, and appreciation of
literature and culture, these principles are not consistently reflected
in the textbooks used in Arab schools (Amara, 2014). The official
guidelines advocate for content that is unbiased, culturally sensitive, and
relevant to students’ experiences (English Curriculum, 2001; Revised
Curriculum, 2013). However, the gap between policy and practice
reveals a disjunction between stated educational goals and actual
implementation.

Empirical studies reinforce this observation. Awayed-Bishara (2015),
in an analysis of six approved high school textbooks, found minimal
representation of Palestinian Arab culture and identified instances of
stereotypical or Eurocentric portrayals. Similarly, Hassanein (2014), in
a study of junior high school textbooks (“Take Action,” “Explorer,” and
“Horizons”), found limited engagement with diverse cultural perspectives
and highlighted the challenges teachers face in mediating culturally
inappropriate content. As a result, teachers are often required to adapt
or compensate for these deficiencies through alternative pedagogical
strategies (Zeid & Cretu, 2020). This places an additional burden on
teachers and further exposes the systemic nature of the problem.

In conclusion, this analysis demonstrates that English textbooks in
Israel function as sites of cultural exclusion under the guise of neutrality
and inclusivity. The Ministry’s framing of materials as suitable for
“all students” obscures the dominance of Jewish-Israeli and Western
perspectives, rendering Palestinian Arab identity largely invisible. This
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(Amara, 2014). Rahman (2001) characterizes this as the dissemination
of ideas, values, and perceptions of reality that shape one’s worldview
through language education, particularly via textbooks (Rahman, 2001,
p. 55). From this perspective, textbooks function not only as pedagogical
tools but also as instruments of cultural representation and exclusion.

The English education curriculum offers a broad selection of approved
instructional materials across grade levels, including reading passages,
literary texts, and activities targeting reading, writing, grammar, and
communication skills. Schools are permitted to select materials from
this pool, and digital resources have also been introduced to enhance
learning. However, this apparent diversity of materials masks a
significant lack of cultural diversity.

The English textbooks used by both Arab and Jewish students in Israel
are identical, yet they largely omit Arab culture, creating a structural
imbalance in representation. This uniformity is often framed as equality;
however, it effectively imposes a dominant cultural narrative. When the
Ministry of Education refers to textbooks as intended for “all schools
in Israel,” the category of “all” appears to be implicitly aligned with
Jewish-Israeli students. Thus, “inclusion” operates discursively while
exclusion persists materially.

Through my analysis, it becomes evident that the curriculum privileges
Jewish-Israeli and Western cultural perspectives, while Palestinian Arab
identity is largely absent. Only in textbooks explicitly designated for
Arab students is there limited reference to Arab society. This selective
inclusion reinforces a hierarchical cultural structure in which Arab
identity is peripheral rather than integral. Arab students are therefore
required to engage with materials that do not reflect their lived
experiences, while simultaneously internalizing dominant cultural
narratives (Amara, 2014). Palestinian representation is minimal, often
limited to marginal visual references, and literary texts from Palestinian
or Arab authors are notably absent (Abu-Salih, 2011). This absence is not
incidental but indicative of broader patterns of cultural marginalization
within the education system.

A growing body of research demonstrates that such omissions have
pedagogical consequences. Studies suggest that learners are more likely
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Following the establishment of the 2020 curriculum, the objectives of
English education in Israel have become more explicit and standardized.
English is positioned as a central component of the education system and
the primary foreign language taught in schools. Its importance is framed
by its global dominance in communication, academia, science, business,
and digital environments. English is thus deemed a key resource for
higher education, employability, and economic mobility.

In this framework, English education aims to ensure that all graduates
demonstrate proficiency across the four language skills: listening,
speaking, reading, and writing, and are able to use English effectively
in academic, professional, and everyday contexts. The curriculum
emphasizes vocabulary expansion, communicative competence, reading
and writing fluency, and exposure to diverse literary genres. It also
incorporates digital literacy, independent learning strategies, and higher-
order thinking skills (HOTS) as essential components of language
learning (Ministry of Education, 2022).

The main goal is to give students the language skills they need for
lifelong use of English, while fostering meaningful and relevant
learning experiences tied to their interests. However, as with previous
reforms, these goals are expressed in broad terms and do not fully take
into account the unequal circumstances under which different student
groups, especially Arab students, engage with English learning. As a
result, the focus on standardization and proficiency may unintentionally
reinforce existing inequalities rather than reduce them.

What is in the Book: The Place of Palestinian Arabs in Israeli
English Textbooks

The process of learning and teaching languages is intrinsically tied
to power relations. Language education is not neutral; it reflects and
reproduces dominant ideological and cultural hierarchies. When
ideological perspectives shape the goals of educational curricula and
textbook content, this is referred to as ideological language instruction

4. Ministry of Education and Culture (2022). English Teaching at School. Jerusalem: Depart-
ment of Education and Culture for Arabs. (Hebrew). https://apps.education.gov.il/mankal/
Horaa.aspx?siduri=382
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toward higher-order thinking remains largely declarative rather than
practical. This gap between policy design and classroom enactment is
particularly pronounced in Arab schools, where teachers often operate
under more constrained conditions.

The 2018 revision, therefore, represents an important advance in defining
higher linguistic and cognitive expectations for students. However, as
this article argues, expanding curricular demands without addressing
underlying inequalities risks reinforcing rather than reducing existing
achievement gaps. While the curriculum aligns with global standards
and promotes advanced competencies, it does not sufficiently account
for the sociolinguistic, institutional, and pedagogical realities shaping
English learning in Arab schools.

Consequently, the 2018 reform illustrates a broader pattern identified
throughout this study: policy initiatives that raise expectations without
transforming learning conditions contribute to maintaining English as a
“language of an unrealized dream” for many Arab students.

The 2020 Curriculum and the New Teaching Objectives

The 2020 English Curriculum Program was developed in 2018 and
finalized in 2020 under the guidance of a professional committee
comprising academic staff, Ministry of Education officials, and practicing
teachers. This committee was responsible for ensuring that curriculum
development conformed to national policies and international standards
for language instruction (Ministry of Education, 2020).

The curriculum emphasizes competency-based learning, focusing on
students’ abilities (“can-do” statements) and vocabulary development.
It also gives teachers more flexibility in choosing content topics based
on their own and their students’ interests. These skills are taught in a
spiral progression across elementary, middle, and high school, enabling
cumulative language development (Ministry of Education, 2020).

Language instruction is divided into three proficiency levels: basic,
intermediate, and advanced, with the expectation that most students will
reach the advanced level. Student progress varies based on age and individual
development. In high school, students are grouped by proficiency, resulting
in three matriculation tracks: three-, four-, and five-points.
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threshold corresponding to the B2 level of the Common European
Framework of Reference (CEFR), enabling them to engage with more
complex academic texts (Ministry of Education, 2018). This quantitative
expansion of vocabulary expectations represents a significant shift
toward measurable linguistic outcomes.

The Band III list was developed based on major linguistic corpora,
including the Academic Vocabulary List (AVL), Academic Word List
(AWL), Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA), British
National Corpus (BNC), and the English Vocabulary Profile (EVP). Like
earlier bands, it includes individual words and expressions rather than
full word families, focusing on commonly used and functionally relevant
items. This reflects an attempt to ground the curriculum in empirical
linguistic research and global standards of language proficiency.

The curriculum further emphasizes that Band III lexis constitutes a
core vocabulary set, while encouraging teachers and textbook authors
to expand beyond it through exposure to authentic materials. This
flexibility positions teachers as active mediators of the curriculum, but
simultaneously assumes the availability of pedagogical resources and
professional capacity that may not be equally distributed across schools.

Atthe same time, research indicates a gap between curricular expectations
and classroom implementation. Assaly and Jabarin (2021) found that
although Arab EFL teachers express positive attitudes toward higher-
order thinking skills (HOTS), there is a significant discrepancy between
these attitudes and actual classroom practices. The cognitive level of
classroom questioning often remains limited, reflecting constraints
related to teacher preparation, student readiness, and systemic conditions.

These findings align with broader research (Ansori et al., 2019; Seif,
2017; Shafeei et al., 2017; Teemant et al., 2016), which highlights
insufficient training as a key factor limiting the effective integration
of HOTS. Thus, while the curriculum formally promotes advanced
cognitive and linguistic competencies, its implementation is mediated
by structural and pedagogical constraints.

The literature emphasizes the need for sustained professional
development and institutional support to enable teachers to effectively
integrate HOTS into their teaching. Without such support, the shift
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These conditions disproportionately affect Arab schools, where structural
inequalities are more pronounced.

In addition, educators’ awareness of the program and its components was
often limited, and key initiatives were not consistently implemented.
While the program introduced important pedagogical tools, its impact
remained uneven and context-dependent, constrained by the lack of
sustained systemic support and by a failure to adapt to the needs of Arab
learners.

Thus, despite its ambitious goals, the program has had only a partial
impact. It improves access to resources in some cases but does
not fundamentally alter the structural inequalities shaping English
education, thereby leaving the broader pattern of unequal outcomes
largely intact. In this sense, the program reinforces rather than resolves
the conditions under which English continues to function as a “language
of an unrealized dream” for many Arab students.

The 2018 Revised English Curriculum

The 2018 update of the English curriculum in Israel upheld the
fundamental framework and principles of the 2013 curriculum while
introducing a significant enhancement: the inclusion of Band III lexis.
This addition aimed to enrich students’ vocabulary by focusing on more
advanced and specialized lexical items suitable for higher proficiency
levels. Band III lexis encompasses words and phrases crucial for
academic and professional communication, equipping students with
the linguistic tools necessary for complex interactions. In this sense,
the reform reflects an effort to align English education in Israel with
international academic standards. By integrating Band III lexis, the 2018
curriculum aimed to bridge gaps in students’ vocabulary acquisition and
ensure learners could effectively engage with a wide range of texts and
contexts.

The 2018 curriculum expected learners to be acquainted with at least
5,400 lexical items, including core items from Bands I and II. The
Band III list includes approximately 2,000 lexical items, including
around 300 frequently used chunks, such as expressions and phrasal
verbs. Together, these lists were designed to bring students to a lexical
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The National Program to Promote English Teaching and
Learning — 2017

In the early 21st century, English has become a dominant global
language, essential for higher education, employment, and international
communication. Despite this, many students in Israel do not achieve the
required level of proficiency, with particularly significant gaps between
the Hebrew-speaking and the Arabic-speaking sectors (Ministry of
Education, 2019).

In response to these challenges, the Ministry of Education launched the
National Program for the Advancement of English in 2017. Its primary
goal was to improve students’ spoken and functional proficiency
while reducing achievement gaps. The program aimed to strengthen
pedagogical frameworks, increase student confidence, and expand
access to higher-level English studies (Ministry of Education, 2019).

The program introduced a wide range of initiatives, including additional
instructional hours, digital learning tools, English libraries, speaking
programs, debate clubs, and expanded teacher training opportunities.
For example, initiatives such as “Speak Up,” school-based English
libraries, and debate programs were designed to enhance spoken
language and student engagement (Ministry of Education, 2019).
While comprehensive in scope, these initiatives reflect an institutional
acknowledgment of long-standing disparities rather than a structural
transformation of the conditions producing them.

Evaluation studies conducted by the National Authority for Measurement
and Evaluation in Education (RAMA) indicate that implementation has
been uneven. Although some improvements were observed, particularly
in teacher engagement, the overall impact has been limited. Many
educators reported insufficient resources, a lack of clear guidance, and
difficulty adapting the program to diverse classroom realities.

Surveys and interviews conducted in the 2018-2019 research year
with principals and teachers revealed persistent challenges, including
large heterogeneous classes, limited instruction time, and high teacher
workloads. Student-related factors, such as low motivation and limited
exposure to English outside school, further constrain learning outcomes.
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prior linguistic experiences. The curriculum expects teachers to act
as “evaluativist thinkers” who can tailor their instruction to different
contexts (Haerle & Bendixen, 2008, p. 170). Nonetheless, this expectation
overlooks the realities of Arab schools, where teachers frequently work
within structurally limited settings.

The situation of Arabic-speaking teachers highlights these tensions.
Their pedagogical beliefs and practices may not fully match the
constructivist epistemology that underlies the curriculum (Farraj, 2019,
p. 21). This illustrates broader challenges in translating policy into
practice, especially in settings shaped by diverse educational traditions
and constraints.

Furthermore, the linguistic context of Arab students adds more
complexity. The diglossic nature of Arabic and the sequential learning
of Arabic, Hebrew, and English create additional cognitive challenges
for learners (Saiegh-Haddad, 2003, 2007; Amara & Mar‘i, 2002). In
this multilingual hierarchy, English becomes a fourth language system,
further complicating its learning and reinforcing unequal outcomes.
Educational practices in Arab schools are also described as more teacher-
centered and less dialogic (Orland-Barak et al.,, 2013), which may limit the
development of the evaluative epistemologies required by the curriculum.
While higher education may expose teachers to constructivist approaches
(Gee, 2011), this secondary socialization does not necessarily compensate
for structural limitations within the school system.

Empirical evidence underscores the disconnect between policy intentions
and actual practice. A study by Zeid and Cretu (2020) that involved
interviews with experienced English teachers in Arab schools found
that implementing the 2013 curriculum faces numerous challenges,
including insufficient training, curricular pressures, and classroom
conditions. These results support the article’s main argument. Despite
reform initiatives, for many Arab students, English remains a “language
of an unrealized dream,” seen more as a requirement than as a tool for
empowerment.

2026 | 16 3azll =M

200



201

English — The Language of an Unrealized Dream

of benchmarks for teaching English at the Pre-Foundation Level to
support early language learning, standardized word and grammar lists,
the integration of higher-order thinking skills (HOTS), the incorporation
of Information and Communications Technology (ICT), and a more
unified approach to literature instruction across all educational stages
(Ministry of Education, 2013).

The revised curriculum expands on the original 2001 goals, highlighting
effective communication in various contexts, accessing and using
information from multiple sources, organized presentation, and
appreciation of literature and culture. It also emphasizes the development
of linguistic awareness. These goals aim to ensure that by the end of
twelfth grade, students have the language skills necessary for academic
and professional success (Ibid). However, as this article argues, these
goals often remain out of reach for Arab students due to structural
constraints that hinder their achievement in practice.

The 2013 curriculum emphasizes academic literacy by aligning English
learning with academic communication standards (Farraj, 2019).
It describes English as the ’second language of academia’ in Israel
(Spolsky, 1998) and considers it a vital pathway to higher education
(Inbar-Lourie, 2005). The curriculum moves away from focusing solely
on the four skills towards four language use domains: interaction,
information access, presentation, and cultural appreciation (Ministry
of Education, 2013, p. 5). This change reflects a broader global trend
toward functional and academic language proficiency, though it
presumes learning conditions that are not uniformly accessible across
different educational sectors.

The curriculum is based on constructivist principles, focusing on the
learner and promoting meaningful learning, knowledge building,
and cognitive engagement (Farraj, 2019, p. 20). It encourages the
development of evaluative, critical, and creative thinking, viewing
HOTS as vital for language acquisition and broader life skills. Learners
are expected to independently find and analyze information, participate
in complex interactions, and use higher-order thinking to interpret texts.

However, the effective application of these pedagogical principles
relies heavily on teacher training, classroom conditions, and students’
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targets in foreign languages —, its universal design did not translate into
equitable implementation. The reliance on a single national standard,
particularly in high-stakes assessments, pressured Arab schools to adopt
teaching practices that were not always aligned with their students’
linguistic and cultural contexts.

Between 1998 and 2013, further revisions were introduced, that aimed to
improve the curriculum by incorporating technology, enhancing teacher
training, and aligning it with international standards. These changes
sought to modernize English education and better equip students for
participation in a globalized world. However, despite these efforts,
structural disparities remained, especially in access to resources, teacher
availability, and culturally relevant materials.

From an analytical view, this period highlights a key tension between
policy innovation and educational realities. While the reforms introduced
progressive teaching principles and broadened the scope of English
learning, they did not adequately address the unequal conditions under
which these principles were carried out.

In summary, the years 1998-2013 mark a period of significant progress in
English education in Israel. However, when viewed critically, these reforms
show that even well-meaning, globally aligned policies can create inequality
when applied uniformly across diverse sociolinguistic contexts.

For Arab students, the promise embedded in these reforms, of greater
access to meaningful and functional English, were only partially
fulfilled. As a result, this period further reinforces the depiction of
English as a “language of an unrealized dream,” where expanded
curricular opportunities exist alongside ongoing limitations in practice.

The 2013 Israeli English Curriculum Reform

The updated English curriculum in Israel was influenced by new
research in foreign language acquisition and practical insights from the
past decade, leading to a thorough reexamination of the “Principles and
Standards for Learning English as a Foreign Language,” established in
2001. This revision aimed to address the changing needs of teachers,
material writers, and test designers. Major changes included the addition
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Shohamy, 1999). The notion of “teachers as curriculum developers”
further reinforced this approach, encouraging educators to actively
shape instructional practices rather than passively implement centralized
guidelines (Orland-Barak et al., 2004). As stated in the curriculum:

We have adopted a framework intended to set out the goals of
the curriculum as clearly as possible and to make as explicit as
possible how we believe these goals can be met. We have left
coursebook writers, schools, and teachers as much freedom as
possible in choosing the methodology; we confidently leave it to
them to add the creative imagination that will bring the teaching
of English alive. (English Curriculum, 2001, p. 11).

While this flexibility was presented as a strength, it also shifted
significant responsibility onto schools and teachers, thereby amplifying
existing inequalities between educational sectors with differing levels of
resources and support.

The curriculum aimed to ensure that by the end of 12th grade, students
would be able to use English effectively for communication, information
access, and cultural engagement (Shohamy, 2000). However, the
assumption that all students could reach these goals within a unified
framework overlooked the varying starting points and learning
conditions across different student populations.

In particular, the standardized nature of the national curriculum and
matriculation examinations did not adequately address the sociolinguistic
realities of Arab students (Amara & Mar‘i, 2002). Arab learners studying
English as a third language, often with limited exposure outside the
classroom, were expected to meet the same benchmarks as their
Jewish peers. This created a structural mismatch between curricular
expectations and actual learning conditions, placing Arab students at a
systemic disadvantage.

Although the curriculum drew on international models and incorporated
widely accepted pedagogical practices from countries with advanced
English language education frameworks — such as the “CAN-DO”
concept, the notional-functional syllabus, the Council of Europe’s
Threshold Level, the Dutch National Language Program, the American
Standards for Excellence in Education, and Britain’s national attainment
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and ecological lens, these reforms reveal a persistent gap between
pedagogical innovation and structural reality. While the curriculum
aimed to promote communicative competence as a universal goal, it
did not sufficiently address the unequal conditions under which Arab
students were expected to succeed.

Therefore, this period underscores a key argument of this study: despite
ongoing curricular reforms, English remained only partially accessible.
For many Arab students, the goal of communicative competence
remained largely unattained, adding to the broader pattern in which
English is seen as a “language of an unrealized dream.”

Revolutionizing English Education in Israeli Schools: From
the 1998 Curriculum Reforms to 2013

In 1998, Israel’s education system embarked on a significant reform with the
introduction of a new English curriculum, marking a departure from earlier
teaching approaches. This shift was influenced by the growing presence of
English in students’ lives through media and early exposure (Spolsky &
Shohamy, 1999, p. 181). While framed as a modernization effort, this reform
also reflected broader global pressures to align language education with

communicative and functional demands in an increasingly globalized
world (Amara, 2014).

Theupdated curriculum introduced four central domains of language use:
social interaction, access to information, presentation, and appreciation
of literature, culture, and language. Unlike earlier approaches that treated
language skills separately, this framework emphasized their integration
in meaningful contexts. Proficiency was thus redefined as the ability to
use English across diverse communicative situations rather than merely
mastering grammatical structures (English Curriculum, 2001, p. 12;
Orland-Barak et al., 2004). This reconceptualization positioned English
not only as a school subject but as a functional tool for participation in
academic and social life.

A key feature of the reform was its emphasis on flexibility (Amara,
2014). Teachers and schools were granted greater autonomy to select
teaching methods and adapt materials to local contexts (Spolsky &
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language teaching, but its local implementation must be understood within
the unequal educational conditions found in the Arab and Jewish school
systems (Amara, 2014; Spolsky & Shohamy, 1999, p. 174).

The shift toward communicative language teaching emphasized real-
life language use over memorizing grammatical rules and literary
analysis. Ultimately, this change aimed to make English more accessible
and meaningful for learners by focusing on practical communication
skills. However, such methods often assume that learners have enough
exposure to the target language outside the classroom, an assumption
that does not apply equally across different sociolinguistic settings.

Raphael Gefen, the chief inspector, played a key role in driving this shift.
He insisted that English instruction be based on how well it develops
students’ communication skills. This led to significant changes in high
school English education, including the addition of contemporary
literature and the introduction of mandatory oral exams. These reforms
marked a move toward more interactive and student-focused learning,
bringing Israeli English education in line with international standards.

To support this new approach, textbooks and classroom materials were
revised to include more relevant and engaging content, with a balanced
focus on reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Interactive activities
were added to encourage oral communication, and assessment practices
were adapted to include oral proficiency components. However, while
these changes represented a pedagogical advance at the policy level,
their effectiveness largely depended on local factors, including teacher
training, resource availability, and students’ opportunities to practice
English outside the classroom.

In Arab schools, conditions were often less optimal. Little exposure
to English in daily life, fewer institutional resources, and the ongoing
challenges of learning Arabic and Hebrew meant that the move toward
communicative competence did not produce equal results. In practice,
the focus on communication sometimes widened existing gaps, as
students were expected to communicate effectively without sufficient
linguistic input or support.

Overall, the period from 1970 to 1998 marked a significant shift in
English-language teaching in Israel. However, viewed through a critical
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living and meaningful in the child’s environment. In these first years
of study, emphasis is placed on the most immediate and familiar
situations in the child’s life, with particular attention paid to accent
and a limited number of linguistic patterns.?

This early formulation reflects a pedagogical orientation that prioritizes
controlled exposure and gradual familiarity with English rather than
immediate functional use.

Influenced by contemporary linguistic approaches, the curriculum initially
postponed reading and writing instruction, focusing instead on the
development of spoken language. The first term focused on introducing
letters, words, and simple sentences, while the second term gradually added
reading from textbooks and increased conversational practice. Although
this approach aligned with international pedagogical trends of the time, it
did not adequately consider the specific linguistic context of Arab students,
who were simultaneously learning literacy in both Arabic and Hebrew.

Notably, during this era, English education in Israeli schools emphasized
the cultural and literary aspects of the language, focusing on linguistic
competence rather than communicative functions. While such an
approach might have been pedagogically justified in a general context,
its implementation within Arab schools, characterized by limited
instructional time, a shortage of trained teachers, and weak institutional
support, reduced its effectiveness and accessibility.

As a result, the formal introduction of English through the 1969
curriculum did not lead to equitable learning opportunities. Instead,
it marked the start of a pattern where English was included in policy
but unevenly applied in practice. This initial gap between policy and
classroom reality forms a key layer in understanding English as a
“language of an unrealized dream” for Arab students.

Shifting Focus from Literature to Communicative Competence
—1970-1998

From 1970 to 1998, the English curriculum in Israeli schools experienced a
major shift from a focus on literature to a more practical approach, centered
on communicative skills. This change reflected larger global trends in

3. Ministry of Education and Culture (1968). Study Programs for the Arab High Schools.
Jerusalem: Department of Education and Culture for Arabs. (Hebrew)
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The Foundational Period: From Informality to the First
Official English Curriculum — 1948-1969

The period from 1948 to 1969 was marked by the absence of a formalized
English curriculum for both Arab and Jewish students in Israel. English
instruction typically commenced in the 5th grade, relying on Mandate-era
textbooks, particularly those by Michael West, such as the New Method
Readers for Students of English (1945). The instructional focus centered
on literary works composed in elevated linguistic registers, including
Shakespeare, and employing rote learning and oral methods (Mendilov,
1968, p. 542).

During this time, the Israeli education system encountered significant
challenges as it transitioned from a British Mandate framework to an
independent national curriculum. In Jewish schools, there was a growing
emphasis on Hebrew as the language of instruction and identity formation,
which positioned English as secondary in political and cultural terms
(Or & Shohamy, 2017). Similarly, Arab schools, often lacking adequate
resources, struggled to adapt to the new state’s evolving linguistic and
educational priorities. Early English curricula in Arab schools were
primarily shaped by residual Mandate-era practices, due to the absence of
locally adapted materials (Al-Haj, 1995).

The initial official English curriculum, introduced in 1969 for Sth-grade
students across Israeli schools, aimed to develop foundational language
skills and concepts for acquiring a second language. Formulated through
collaboration between the inspectorate for English teaching in elementary
education and faculty members from the English departments at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv University, the curriculum
emphasized engagement and gradual exposure to the language. The primary
goal was for students to learn essential vocabulary and basic collocations.
The objectives of this program were articulated in the following manner:

Teaching English in the first two years of the course is intended to
impart to the young student a first acquaintance with the skills and
concepts essential to acquiring a second language. Recognition is the
beginning of the road to acquiring the means to communicate with
the wide world. The teacher must assist the student to develop an
interest in learning a foreign language and relating it to something
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changes in curriculum design, pedagogical approaches, and language
policy. These periods are therefore not arbitrary but are defined by key
reform moments during which the Ministry of Education restructured
the goals, content, or methods of English instruction.

As this section illustrates, these curricular changes, although framed
as modernization efforts, often failed to account for the specific
sociolinguistic realities of Arab students. As a result, a persistent gap
remains between policy goals and actual educational outcomes. To
clarify this periodization and improve the coherence of the analysis,
Table 1 summarizes the key stages in the development of English
language education in Arab schools in Israel. The table highlights the
major time periods covered in this study, along with the main curricular
and policy developments that define each phase and their primary
pedagogical features. Presenting these periods in a clear, structured
way offers a conceptual framework for understanding how changes in
language policy and curriculum design have influenced the development
of English education over time.

Table 1: Key Periods in the Development of English Education in Arab
Schools in Israel

Period Key Development Main Characteristics

—1948 | First formalization of | From informal practices to the first offi-
1969 English teaching cial curriculum

-1970 Shift in pedagogical | Move from literature-based to communi-
1998 focus cative approaches

—-1998 Major curriculum Standardization and expansion of En-
2013 reform glish instruction
2013 New national curric- | Emphasis on §kills, HOTS, and profi-

ulum ciency levels
2017 National English Focus on speaki'ng_, reducin_g gaps, and
Program systemic mntervention

2018 Curriculum revision Introduction of Band III vocabulary
2020 Updated curriculum | Can-do approach, flexibility, alignment

objectives with global standards
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an additional linguistic challenge. English is officially recognized as the
main foreign language in both Jewish and Arab schools, and a standardized
national curriculum overseen by the Ministry of Education is applied to
both sectors. Still, having a unified curriculum does not guarantee equal
outcomes, as Arab students consistently score lower on university entrance
exams, highlighting ongoing educational disparities (Shohamy, 2014).

English is sometimes seen as a Jewish or Western-associated lingua
franca, especially due to Jewish immigration from English-speaking
countries. It is often linked to Western and American cultural frameworks,
which can create feelings of distance or exclusion among Arab students
(Shohamy, 2014; Awayed-Bishara, 2020). This cultural aspect further
complicates learning English, as it may not fully align with the linguistic
and cultural realities of Arab learners.

Shohamy (2014) argues that multilingualism in Israel does not benefit all
groups equally, especially Arabs and non-English-speaking immigrants,
whose linguistic resources are often undervalued in academic contexts
in favor of Hebrew and English (p. 12). Byram (2008) similarly
emphasizes the importance of recognizing and developing diverse
linguistic skills rather than favoring a limited number of languages.
These critiques raise important questions about how effectively national
English language policies meet the specific needs of Arabic-speaking
students and whether they create equitable conditions for achieving real
proficiency (Awayed-Bishara, 2020). Exploring these questions is key
to understanding why, despite long-term exposure, English remains for
many Arab students a “language of an unrealized dream.”

Chronological Review of English Curricula in the Arab
Education System in Israel

The development of English-language education within the Arab
education system reflects the complex interplay of political, social, and
educational factors in Israel. Since the establishment of the state, English
curricula in Arab schools have evolved through a series of identifiable
policy shifts and curricular reforms in response to external pressures and
internal needs. To provide a clearer understanding, this study divides
the historical development into distinct periods that correspond to major
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For Palestinian Arabs in Israel, English is a third language, after Arabic
and Hebrew. Because Arabic is diglossic, with colloquial Arabic used day-
to-day and Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) in formal settings, English
may be considered a fourth language (Ferguson, 1959; Saiegh-Haddad
& Henkin-Roitfarb, 2014). This layered linguistic situation puts Arab
students in a notably different position from their Jewish peers, making it
harder to develop basic literacy skills in MSA and increasing the challenge
of learning additional languages from different linguistic families and
scripts (Saiegh-Haddad, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2011; Saiegh-Haddad et al.,
2011; Koda, 2008; Awayed-Bishara, 2020).

Mastering Hebrew is more crucial for Palestinian Arabs (in Israel)
than learning English, as Hebrew is the primary language of academic
instruction and daily communication in Israel (Shohamy, 2014). While
Israeli Jews often prioritize English as a global resource, Arabs tend
to focus on Hebrew as a necessity for social integration and mobility
(Shohamy, 2014; Shohamy & Donitsa-Schmidt, 1997). Despite Arabic
holding official status, until 2018, its role had diminished in key domains
such as media, academia, and public service, limiting its value as a
resource for advancement beyond the community level (Shohamy &
Abu Ghazaleh-Mahajneh, 2012; Awayed-Bishara, 2020). This creates a
hierarchical linguistic order in which Arabic is tied to identity, Hebrew to
necessity, and English to aspiration.

Arab students face significant challenges in achieving English proficiency;
they are expected to keep up with their Jewish peers despite unequal
learning conditions (Shohamy, 2014). This expectation of equal outcomes
under unfair circumstances highlights a fundamental contradiction in
language education policy. These disparities limit Arab students’ access
to higher education and reflect broader systemic inequalities. Failing
to provide fair conditions for English learning thus acts as a form of
exclusion rather than as a neutral educational limitation.

English is a mandatory subject in both the Arab and Jewish education
systems in Israel. However, Arab students often prioritize Hebrew because
it is important for higher education, as most textbooks and university
instruction are in Hebrew. The difference between spoken Arabic and
Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) adds further complexity, making English
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the social and cultural aspects of learning English.

Data analysis was conducted thematically by combining CDA’s focus
on structural power and inequality with interpretive insights from
participants’ experiences. This method enables a longitudinal, multi-
layered understanding of how English education has evolved within
Arab schools, how disparities are maintained, and how policies intersect
with social, linguistic, and cultural factors.

By using multiple sources and analytical perspectives, this methodology
lays the groundwork for understanding the structural and cultural obstacles
Arab students encounter when learning English, which are further examined
in the next section on Language Margins. It also prepares the way for
a chronological review of English curricula, illustrating how changes in
policy, teaching methods, and assessment influenced the development of
English education in Arab schools over the past 70 years.

Language Margins: The Role of English in Creating Educational
Gaps Amongst Arabs in Israel

In Israel, English is widely spoken and is often unofficially considered
quasi-official (Aronin & Yelenevskaya, 2021). It is highly valued
and commonly used in government, business, academia, and public
communication (Amara, 2014). In this context, proficiency in English
acts as a form of linguistic capital, and Arabs in Israel are less proficient
in English than Jews. This gap contributes significantly to unequal labor-
market outcomes and access to opportunities (OECD, 2023).

Although not an official language in Israel, English plays a vital role
in global communication and academic and professional growth. Its
increasing presence in business, academia, and daily life sometimes
comes at the expense of Hebrew and Arabic, although Hebrew remains
dominant in Israeli academic settings (Spolsky & Shohamy, 1999;
Awayed-Bishara, 2020). The rising use of English, especially among
young Jewish populations, reflects broader globalization processes, while
also reinforcing internal linguistic hierarchies (Shohamy, 2007, 2014;
Spolsky & Shohamy, 1999; Or & Shohamy, 2017). Efforts to introduce
English earlier in education further highlight its perceived importance,
though access to such early instruction remains unevenly distributed.
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curriculum and policy change, enabling analysis of how shifts in policy
have influenced the status and outcomes of English over time. It discusses
tensions arising from challenges faced by the Arab minority in a Jewish
state and the experiences of Arabic speakers within a Hebrew-dominated
environment. Rather than providing a full historical account, the article
demonstrates how policy, curriculum, and assessment practices have
collectively shaped English as a language with structural limitations
within Arab education. In doing so, it positions the study within critical
discussions of language policy, multilingual education, and structural
inequality, showing why English, despite long-term exposure, often
remains an unrealized educational goal for many Arab students.

Research Methodology

This study uses a qualitative, multi-source approach to explore English
language education in Arab schools in Israel from 1948 to 2018. The
main data sources include curriculum documents, textbooks, assessment
materials, archival records, and interviews with key stakeholders. These
sources were chosen to represent different time periods, school levels
and policy contexts, providing an integrated view of both official
policies and classroom experiences.

The study uses Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) (Fairclough, 2013)
alongside a qualitative-phenomenological approach. CDA allows for
a critical look at how educational texts and practices reproduce or
challenge power relations, structural inequalities and social hierarchies.
At the same time, the phenomenological perspective aims to understand
participants’ lived experiences, perceptions, and challenges in learning
English.

A total of seven interviews were conducted, with three English teachers
in elementary, junior high, and high school, three English coordinators at
the same levels, and Dr. Tziona Levi, Head of the Languages Department
at the Pedagogical Secretariat of the Israeli Ministry of Education and
Supervisor of English Studies in Jewish and Arab Education Systems.
Participants were chosen based on their direct involvement in English
education in Arab schools. All participants, except for Dr. Tziona Levi,
are anonymized. The interviews were semi-structured to gather both
specific insights on curricula and assessment, and broader reflections on
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inequality rather than a tool for mobility, which is a key point discussed
in this article. This reflects broader debates in critical language policy
scholarship, where the symbolic value of a language does not always
translate into equal access or social mobility (Tannenbaum et al., 2022).

However, English language education for Arab students faces many
challenges. While Israeli Jews are more likely to interact with English
speakers, such as through English-speaking immigrants, relatives abroad,
or tourism, Arab students often have far fewer opportunities for real
exposure to English outside the classroom. Unlike Hebrew, which shares
roots with Arabic as a Semitic language, English belongs to a different
language family (Indo-European), making it more typologically distant
and harder to learn as a third language. Fewer adults in the community
are proficient in English, and Arab schools often struggle to find
enough English-speaking or bilingual teachers. These factors create an
environment in which learning English is both structurally constrained
and shaped by the surrounding sociolinguistic context.’

English is fundamental in Israeli education, designated as ‘the first
foreign language’ (Adin-Surkis, 2015; Ministry of Education, 1996;
Orland-Barak et al., 2004), yet Arab students tend to prioritize other
subjects over English. This is largely due to the challenges of mastering
Arabic, both spoken and written, and the practical necessity of Hebrew
for daily life. Within this hierarchy of linguistic priorities, English is
often overshadowed despite its perceived importance, reinforcing the
gap between its symbolic value and its practical acquisition.

This article traces the historical development of English education
in Arab schools, examining the most significant curricula used from
1948 to 2018. The chronological structure highlights key moments of

2. Although there are many certified Arab teachers of English, many are not absorbed into
the Arab education system, due to the limited number of available positions. This has led
to a common misconception of a “shortage” of teachers in Arab schools when, in fact, the
issue lies in inefficient allocation and placement. As a result, many qualified teachers are
redirected to teach in Hebrew-speaking Jewish schools—usually as English teachers and,
more rarely, as Arabic teachers. Research has highlighted the complexities of such cross-cul-
tural placements, particularly the implications for identity, cultural representation, and stu-
dent-teacher dynamics. For further reading on this topic, see Aronin, L., & Yelenevskaya,
M. (2022). “Teaching English in multilingual Israel: Who teaches whom and how. A review
of recent research 2014-2020”. Language Teaching 55(1), 24-45.
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Arab education system, demonstrate that access to English is uneven,
affecting not only different national groups but also individuals within
them. These disparities reflect structural and sociopolitical hierarchies
embedded in language policy, not just procedural gaps.

In schools where Arabic is the primary language of instruction, students
start learning English after studying Modern Standard Arabic (MSA)
in first grade, around age six. In second grade, at about age eight, they
begin learning Hebrew as a second language. Arab students in Israel
find it challenging to learn MSA because it differs significantly from
colloquial Arabic (Saiegh-Haddad & Spolsky, 2014; Shohamy, 2014;
Or & Shohamy, 2017). This language gap, combined with the early
introduction of Hebrew and the later start of English, creates a cumulative
learning burden. Along with socio-economic differences and the need
to be proficient in Hebrew, this results in a significant gap in English
performance between Arab and Jewish students. Even though they follow
the same curriculum from the Ministry of Education, are subject to the
same policies and tests, and study under similar conditions (Ministry of
Education 2013), formal equality in policy masks significant inequality
in outcomes. This underscores Shohamy’s (2014) argument that formal
language policies can reproduce inequities when they fail to account
for multilingual realities. Previous Arabic language education appears
to widen the achievement gap between the two groups (Shohamy, 2014;
Or & Shohamy, 2017).

The importance of English for Palestinian Arabs in Israel closely
aligns with its significance for Israeli citizens overall, as it is the global
language of science, technology, business, and communication. It is also
crucial for tourism and travel. Proficiency in English is necessary for
admission to and success in academic programs, industries, and most
workplaces both in Israel and internationally. English acts as a bridge for
global communication with people whose first language is not English,
including within Jewish communities. Therefore, it is understandable
that parents, policymakers, and others want students to excel in
English. They recognize that learning English opens new opportunities
for personal growth and career advancement. However, when access
to real English skills is limited, the language becomes a symbol of
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there is a shortage of qualified English teachers in Arab schools.
English, the second most important language in Israel, is officially
taught as the first foreign language in both Jewish and Arab educational
sectors. However, English is introduced as a subject earlier in Hebrew
than in Arab schools, reflecting structural disparities in early access
to linguistic capital. About 60% of Hebrew-speaking students begin
learning English in 1st and 2nd grade, compared to 23% of Arabic-
speaking students. Furthermore, 69% of Arab schools introduce English
instruction from 3rd grade or later, despite significant parental pressure
to start earlier. Parents believe that English proficiency will benefit their
children, especially those aiming for higher education (Amara & Mari,
2002, p.104). Since 2009, some Arab schools have dedicated two hours
of English at the pre-foundation level, focusing on spoken language
and pre-reading skills before formal English instruction begins. This
initiative is often privately funded by the school or parents (Aronin &
Yelenevskaya, 2021; OECD, 2024). The reliance on private funding
highlights how access to early English education is socially stratified
and not institutionally guaranteed, reinforcing structural inequality.

Although the Ministry of Education does not allocate instructional
hours for English studies before the 3rd grade, reviewing the curriculum
indicates a positive trend toward earlier English instruction in schools.
Two separate surveys, Rama and Dialog, have found that about 50% of
elementary school students in Israel start learning English in 1st or 2nd
grade. Rama’s 2016 survey shows that 23.5% of students began learning
English in 1st grade, 25.2% in 2nd grade, 46.4% in 3rd grade, and 4.9% in
4th grade. The same survey also reveals that Hebrew-speaking students
tend to start learning English earlier than Arabic-speaking students.
Around 60% of Hebrew speakers begin in 1st or 2nd grade, compared to
23% of Arabic speakers. On average, schools dedicate about 1.55 hours
per week to English in 1st grade, 1.7 hours in 2nd grade, 2.6 hours in 3rd
grade, and 4 hours from 4th to 12th grade (OECD, 2024). The Dialog
survey indicates that approximately 69% of Arab schools introduce
English from the 3rd grade onward. There are also differences within
the Arab school system: students in the Bedouin sector typically start
learning English later than those in the Druze and other Arab sectors
(Ibid). These layered inequalities, both between sectors and within the
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Introduction

This article explores the ongoing structural challenges shaping
English language education in Arab schools in Israel and how English
functions for many students as a ‘language of an unrealized dream.’
In a multicultural and multilingual society, English has become
crucial for global communication, academic achievement, and career
growth. While earlier studies have identified achievement gaps and
curricular inequalities, this article goes beyond simple descriptions
by providing an integrated analysis of policy, curriculum, assessment,
and everyday classroom practices to show how structural, institutional,
and sociolinguistic factors together limit English learning for Arab
students. Drawing on critical approaches in language policy and
education (Tannenbaum et al., 2022; Shohamy, 2014), the study situates
English education within broader debates on multilingualism, social
stratification, and the distribution of linguistic capital.

Using a longitudinal perspective (1948-2018) and multiple data sources,
the study demonstrates how these barriers are historically produced
and systematically maintained. By adopting a longitudinal, multi-
source perspective, it addresses a key gap in existing research, which
has often examined English education through isolated dimensions
such as achievement gaps or curriculum design. Instead, it brings
together policy, curriculum, assessment, and classroom practices to
show how structural inequalities are reproduced across different levels
of the education system. In doing so, the article contributes to broader
debates in language policy and multilingual education by demonstrating
how formally uniform educational frameworks can generate unequal
outcomes in stratified societies.

Policies regarding the instruction of Arabic, the mother tongue, and
Hebrew, the primary official language in Israel, have necessitated
specialized curricula due to their distinct contexts, creating unique
policy challenges. Within this multilingual framework, English holds a
different and more uncertain position: officially promoted as a valuable
resource for mobility but unevenly accessible in practice. For example,
the lack of standardized English-language proficiency tests for Arab
students makes assessing their language skills difficult. Additionally,
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By integrating these sources, the article connects formal language policy
with classroom realities and demonstrates how institutional, cultural, and
sociolinguistic factors interact to reproduce inequality in multilingual
educational contexts.

The findings reveal persistent structural disparities: English is
introduced later and allocated fewer instructional hours in Arab schools;
teacher shortages and gaps in professional training remain significant;
and textbooks predominantly reflect Anglo-centric and Jewish-Israeli
perspectives, marginalizing Arab-Palestinian cultural and linguistic
identities. In addition, standardized assessments such as the Meitzav
and Bagrut privilege culturally embedded norms and reinforce systemic
inequalities.

From a language policy perspective, the study shows how formally
uniform frameworks mask unequal conditions of access, participation,
and outcomes. Current policies do not adequately address the
multilingual realities of Arab learners, limiting English’s potential as
a tool for empowerment. By conceptualizing English as both promoted
and structurally constrained, this article contributes to broader theoretical
debates on language policy, multilingualism, educational inequality,
and the reproduction of power in stratified societies, highlighting the
need for more context-sensitive and culturally responsive approaches to
English language education.

<
<

Keywords: English language education, Arab schools in Israel, Arab-
Palestinian students, language education policy, multilingualism, English
curriculum, cultural representation, educational inequality
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Abstract

This article examines English language education in Arab schools in
Israel from 1948 to 2018, conceptualizing English as a “language of
an unrealized dream” for many Arab students. Although English has
been promoted as a key resource for academic mobility and global
participation, its implementation within the Arab education system has
remained structurally unequal and shaped by broader language policy
frameworks. Moving beyond descriptive accounts, the study provides
a longitudinal, multi-layered analysis of how curriculum reforms,
pedagogical practices, and assessment mechanisms have collectively
shaped English as both an aspirational and a constrained resource.

Methodologically, the study draws on a qualitative analysis of
curriculum documents, textbooks, assessment tools, archival materials,
and interviews with key actors across the education system, including
Ministry of Education officials, English teachers, and school coordinators.
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Arab learners, limiting English’s potential as a tool for empowerment. By
conceptualizing English as both promoted and structurally constrained,
this article contributes to broader theoretical debates on language policy,
multilingualism, educational inequality, and the reproduction of power in
stratified societies, highlighting the need for more context-sensitive and
culturally responsive approaches to English language education.

Keywords: Englishlanguage education, Arabschoolsin Israel, Arabr-
Palestinian students, language education policy, multilingualism,
English curriculum, cultural representation, educational inequality.
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Fatin Sultani Daas

Language Education in the Arab Education System in
Israel: English — The Language of an Unrealized Dream

« article examines English language education in Arab schools
ThlS in Israel from 1948 to 2018, conceptualizing English as a
“language of an unrealized dream” for many Arab students. Although
English has been promoted as a key resource for academic mobility and
global participation, its implementation within the Arab education system
has remained structurally unequal and shaped by broader language policy
frameworks. Moving beyond descriptive accounts, the study provides a
longitudinal, multi-layered analysis of how curriculum reforms, pedagogical
practices, and assessment mechanisms have collectively shaped English as
both an aspirational and a constrained resource.

Methodologically, the study draws on a qualitative analysis of curriculum
documents, textbooks, assessment tools, archival materials, and interviews
with key actors across the education system, including Ministry of Education
officials, English teachers, and school coordinators. By integrating these
sources, the article connects formal language policy with classroom realities
and demonstrates how institutional, cultural, and sociolinguistic factors
interact to reproduce inequality in multilingual educational contexts.

The findings reveal persistent structural disparities: English is introduced
later and allocated fewer instructional hours in Arab schools; teacher
shortages and gaps in professional training remain significant; and textbooks
predominantly reflect Anglo-centric and Jewish-Israeli perspectives,
marginalizing Arab-Palestinian cultural and linguistic identities. In addition,
standardized assessments such as the Meitzav and Bagrut privilege culturally
embedded norms and reinforce systemic inequalities.

From a language policy perspective, the study shows how formally uniform
frameworks mask unequal conditions of access, participation, and outcomes.
Current policies do not adequately address the multilingual realities of
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that bridge the gap between formal verbal definitions of geometric terms
and their associated concept image. This can be achieved by exposing
students to a diverse and evolving range of visual examples related to
each concept.

Keywords: Van Hiele levels, concept definition, concept image,
prototypical example, critical attributes, non-critical attributes

<

LKeywords: Van Hiele levels, concept definition, concept image;

prototypical example, critical attributes, non-critical attributes
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Aehsan Haj-Yahya

The Influence of Visual Factors on the
Understanding and Classification
of Geometric Concepts: Comparing Verbal and
Visual Representations

current study explores the reciprocal relationship between
The visual factors and the mathematical definitions of geometric
terms among tenth-grade students. The study population consisted of
approximately 120 students from three different mathematical tracks
in a high school in central Israel. The findings indicate that students
frequently rely on the properties of prototypical examples with
strong visual influence when classifying geometrical shapes, rather
than focusing on critical properties found in formal definitions. One
significant and unique finding was that students achieved higher success
in identifying and classifying shapes and their inclusion relationships
when tasks were presented in a verbal format rather than a visual one.
Regarding specific concepts, the results showed that students’ concept
image is mostly limited to prototypical examples, hindering their
ability to identify or draw non-prototypical ones. Furthermore, students
encountered significant challenges in defining geometric concepts,
frequently providing incomplete or no definitions. Conversely, while
other concepts were easier to define, many students tended to offer
non-economical definitions characterized by redundant properties. The
findings highlight the profound impact of visual factors and incomplete
understanding of the logical structure of the geometric definitions on
students’ understanding of geometry.

Understanding the synergy between visual and verbal representations
enables the development of enhanced instructional strategies designed
to support students in mastering geometric proofs. Consequently, the
findings underscore the necessity of devising pedagogical approaches
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Kamal moe‘d

Palestinian Villagers’ Struggle for Education
during the British Mandate:
Challenges, Obstacles, and Achievements

central aim of this study is to highlight the struggle of Palestinian
The villagers to educate their children, improve their academic
and cultural levels, and develop all aspects of their lives, in a firm and
powerful challenge to the unjust education policy pursued by the Mandate
government. Palestinian historiography has focused extensively on the
complex political conflict in Palestine during the British Mandate period,
from 1920 until the 1948 Nakba. This study, therefore, aims to shed light on
rural Palestinians’ determination to pursue education and development under
the British Mandate, and on the colonial objectives of the latter’s educational
policy concerning the Palestinian countryside, in which the majority of the
population resided. The Mandate government’s investment in rural education
was limited and merely intended to give the villagers the illusion of British
interest in providing educational services.

The central argument of this article is that, despite the Mandate’s deliberate
policy of ignorance, considerable successes were achieved in rural education,
through the efforts of the villagers themselves.

This study draws upon and analyzes diverse historical sources that address
this period of Palestinian history, including primary books and studies
published at the time, more recent academic books and articles, archived
documents, memoirs and biographies, reports and publications of the British
Mandate government, and articles in Palestinian newspapers of that time.

Keywords: Palestinian rural education, British colonial poliey,
Palestine, resistance education.
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Mustafa Badran

The Status of the Arabic Language in the Basic Law:
Israel — The Nation-State of the Jewish People (2018):
A Constitutional Framing of an Inferior Status

Arabic language is the national language of Palestinian Arab
The citizens in Israel and has historically held formal legal status
alongside Hebrew. In practice, however, Arabic has not enjoyed equal
standing. Authorities have pursued policies that restrict its visibility in state
institutions and marginalize its presence in the public sphere. Consequently,
a gap has emerged between its legal and actual status.

The enactment of Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-State of the Jewish People
(2018) introduced a legal framework that further entrenches the inferior status
of Arabic. Rooted in the law’s aim to consolidate the state’s Jewish identity,
its provisions effectively guarantee collective rights exclusively to Jewish
citizens, while omitting explicit recognition of the rights of Palestinian Arab
citizens. The only reference to Arabic appears in Article 4, which designates
Hebrew as the sole “state language” and assigns Arabic a subordinate “special
status”, without clearly defining its scope. This formulation preserves the
existing de facto marginalization of Arabic rather than its former formal
parity and introduces additional legal ambiguities, including the requirement
for separate legislation regulating its use in official institutions.

Given its constitutional standing, the law has significant implications for
the future of Arabic in Israel. It presents a substantial legal obstacle to
advancing linguistic equality. The law has been widely criticized by human
rights advocates both domestically and internationally. Arab citizens in Israel
rejected the law and called for its repeal or amendment to ensure their equal
linguistic rights.

<
<

Keywords: Arabic language, legal status, de facto status, Nation-State
Law, language in use, national language.
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Shehnaz Hijly & Kussai Haj-Yehia

The role of the Arab family in fostering national
identity: A case study in an Arab village

«  study aims to examine the perceptions of parents regarding the
ThlS role of the Arab family in Israel in fostering their children’s
national identity, as well as this role’s perceived effectiveness. The study also
seeks to identify the pedagogical methods employed by parents to reinforce
national identity and to monitor the challenges the Arab family encounters
in this endeavor. To achieve these objectives and gain a comprehensive
understanding of the subject, a qualitative methodology was adopted; semi-
structured interviews were conducted with sixteen parents from an Arab
village in Israel, serving as a primary case study. The findings indicate a
significant decline in the role of the Arab family in the reinforcement of
national identity. This regression is attributed to the complex reality
experienced by Palestinian Arab society in Israel as a national minority. This
society faces multifaceted challenges, most notably an identity conflict—
often referred to as “dual loyalty”—alongside systematic state policies aimed
at marginalizing Arab identity and culture. The results further highlight the
contemporary dominance of social media and its profound impact on raising
the awareness of the younger generation and strengthening their national
identity, particularly in light of the weakening or absence of the family’s
traditional role. The significance of this study lies in its utility as an indicator
of the looming threats to the national identity of future generations. It reaffirms
the vital role of the family as a pivotal agent of socialization and emphasizes
the urgent need to bolster communal awareness, thereby empowering the
community to navigate its role effectively within this complex sociopolitical
and multicultural context.

<
<

Keywords: National identity;, the Arab family; socialization;, Arab
society.
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Sami Mahajna & Sameer kadan

Motivation to choose the teaching profession and
self-efficacy among students of teacher training
education: a longitudinal study

present study examined differences in preservice teachers'
The self-efficacy between those intrinsically motivated and those
extrinsically motivated during their teacher training program. The study
employed a sequential mixed-methods approach, combining quantitative and
qualitative research methods. The study was conducted in two phases over
the four years of the participants' teacher training. A pretest was administered
in the first year of study, and a posttest was administered four years later.
Quantitative results showed that students intrinsically motivated to choose
teaching as a career significantly improved their self-efficacy after four
years, while those extrinsically motivated experienced a decline. Qualitative
analyses highlighted three factors that explained this difference between the
two groups.

Keywords: Teacher self-efficacy, teacher training program, motivatien
for choosing the teaching profession.
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